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PREFACE

A niﬁeﬁyéafﬁgid boy, unable {0 walk and ﬁarely able
to see, after some five months of care and treatment in a
nerthern Maine hasgitalg-claimed victory over tubercular
meningitis on Pecember 32,.1953, ng he rejoined his family
in Limestone, Maine. th close to a dozen brothers and
sisters at home with him, ° grnlng to walk was merely a
natter of time and practice, Somewhat inexplicably the boy's
focal vision fétﬂfﬂédjsufficieﬁtiy to permit the reading
of conventional print--~syllable by syllable.

And nowr, m@rﬁ fhan sixteen’years later, having com-
pleted his education in the Limestone, Maine, publié schools,
aﬂcallegé—preparatcry high school of the Brothers of Christian
Insffu:tion'iﬁ.ﬁlfred, Eéiﬁe, and Walsh College in Canton,
Ohio, that same northern-Maine boy is about to complete the
:equi:ements for a mas%é:é-degree in 1ibrariagship at the
Cathalicgtniversityedi'ﬁmerica,xiﬁ Washington, D.C., under
a Higher Education. Act. Fellowship awarded to him in the
spring of 1969; It was Here in Washington in the fall of
1969 tﬁat that Eby; Bfﬁfﬁef Pétrick Martin, first learned
about the tremeadous program of "library services fc: the

handlcapped" tLgt,ﬁ;e now avallable for all who are unable

to réad or handle canvantlcnally printed matcrlals;
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Convinced that many other persons are unaware of
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ER&Ce special iabrary services wh;ch could benefit them, the
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author decided to undéz%ake this work of aescrlblnﬂ all

that Maine, his home S;ane, 13 doing in the area of '“library
services for the handicepped." It is hoped that with the
publication and distribﬁ%ién af this worlk maﬁy other eligible

readers will learn of the services available to them.

Very little published material exists on the sub-
ject of *Maine's library sérvices for the handicappad.“

The list of persons and agencies, there;gre, whose help was

needed, sgupht, and given Enthu5115tlcally er the completion
of this work could fill a volume by ;tself§ Approximately
two dozen national agcncies-and.ﬁrganigatiﬁns serving the
handicapped were castacfEd by the author and most of these
responded either with éireét infotmaticﬂ or with helpful
suggestions as {o pertinent spurces er.thé'neeéed information.
At ieaét two of these must be mehticned spé;ifically here.
The reference staff at the Division for the Blind and Phy-
'sically.ﬂandicapped of the Library of Congress made éli Df
their materials on blindncss and services for the blind
available for the authht'é use; and, the Washington office
of the American Asseciéticn of Workers for the Blind also
ﬁpened its reference Facil¥iles to the aut hor, | - -
In Maine, much help and ‘enthusiastic suppé:t came
from ail-sidesg 'Mr; C, Qwen»?eila:dg Director, Division of
Eye Care and Special Services, State Bepartment of Health
and Welfare, Augusta, Haiﬁeg’énd Mr. Gary Nichols, State
Consultant, Library Sérv§EE%.er the Visually and Physically

'ii fe!
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Handisapped, Maine State Library, Augusfap Maine, weléémed
and supported the proposed work from the very outset Qnd
were most helpful in providing the author with infcrméiién,
statistics, appointﬁents, and other facilities needed for
the completion and success of the rescarch project. The
regional librarian for the handicapped, Mrs, Billie Ja-
Ouellette, at the Perkins School for the Biind, in Water-
town; Massachusetts, which presently serves Maine readers,
was most cooperative and did much to see the project to
its conclusion. Sr,. Ha:ygmiguel, R.S.ﬁ;, and Sra Hairiet
Grondin; C.5.J., heading respectively the two Blind Children's
Resource Centers in the state; spared no effor%s to aid
the author in his research.

A special thanks is due to Mr. Howard Haycraft,
Chairman of the Board, The H.W. Wilson Company, who took an
interest in the author's project from the beginning and con-
tinually sent the author news clippings and other.pertinent
information for the project. And finally, the author is
- greatly indebted to Rev. James J. Kortendick, S.S., Ph.D.,
Associate Professor of Library Science and Head of the
Department Gf.Library Science, The Catholic University of
America, whose interest in the author's work was shown- ~
throughout the duration of éh& project, and to Mrs, Elizabeth
W. Stone, Ph.D, Associate Professor of Library Science and
Assistant to, the Head of the Department, who directed and

i

encouraged the author in this research venture.
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'ERIC2port. (Augusta, Foine: Copg.” on Nehabilitation Needs, 19607,
B

INTRODUCI'ION

"Library services for wvisually handi-
Ccapped persons have the same objectives func-
tionally as those for the general public.
These objectives would include children and
adults learning about the world and people
around them; developing skills and Inowledge;
gathering information relating to work and
vocations; filling leisure time profitably
for the stimulation and satisfaction that
reading can give, :

There are differences though in the mamner im

which reading is accomplished by visually

handicapped persons. : The methods range from

- .the use of regular books with the print en-

larged by mechanical or optical aids; to large

type materials; to the spoken yord and/or

tactile aids such as brajlle.”

The above statement of library objectives would be
equally true if the'ngd'"visually" were omitted. Criginally,
the national program of library services for tle bandicapped
2s administered Ly the Library of Congress and regional library
system was reserved for the legally blind, persons with "visual
acuity for distant vision of 20/200 or less in the better eye
with best correctiony or visual acuity of more than 20/200 if

the widest diameter of field of vision subtends an angle no -

greater than 20 dEgreesr"g

f ;American”Fbundatibn for the Blind, Inc., Program Review:
Division of Eye Care and Special Services, Department of Health
and Welfare, Augusfa, Maine: lay 17=21, 1965. (New York: American
‘Foundation for the Blind, 1963), De 4de ' '

! 2 . | . . e e o L
to Maine, Commission on Rehabilitation Needs, Comprehensive |

o“tatewide zlannine for Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Final

IToxt Provided by ERI
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ﬁhen the program was set up with the Pratt-Smoot Act
of 1931, services were availabié only for the édult legally
blind. An amendment in 1952 brought legalily blind children
within the scope 'of these special library services, and final-
1y, with the passage of Public Law 89-522 (July 30, 1966) such
services were authorized even for sighted physically handi-
Gapped'perscnsig Today, therefore, the word "“handicapped" in
tlie phrase "library services for the handicapped" could be
defined as including all persons who are unable to read convens-
tional print or handle conventionally prlnted materials because
of some wvisual or physical impairment. This is the definiticm
upon which this report will be based.

One type of handicapped readers has been deliberately
Ieft out of consideration in fhis report. The deaf, excepting
the deaf-blind and/or éther multiply impaired éeaf readers,
for the most part can read and handle ccnvéntionally printed
materials. Their special library needs would come in the areas
af’ captioned films and the like., Since the scope of this
paper aims to include only those unable To make use of con-
ﬁ&nflanally printed books, magazines, etc,, it has been decided
not to d;scuss the special library programs for the deaf.
Indeed, a follow-up volume to this report could be written on
ﬁﬁat subject alone.
The national program of library services for the handi-

capped!is a splendi@ example of current federal-state-individual

3Howard Paycrafi Books for Lhe lﬂnd aﬂdehy51cally
pped: A Postscri tuandfﬁnrﬁ"
k: Wilson, 1968), p.




cooperation., The Liﬁfaf? of Congress, designated by the Pratt-
Smoot Act as the ;eﬂter of the program, has quickly expanded

the network cf ;ibraﬁiésfin§clved iﬁ the library~services-
for-the~handicapped proﬂram in order to reach handicapped readers
all over the ceuntry;liThe:e-age.presen%ly some forty-~five such
“"regional iibrifiés fﬁf'tﬁ; trtLand and physicaliy handilcapped™

and nore are in dev31apnenta1 staﬂese Readers of the United
States who cannot handle or.re ad canvent:onélly printed maie;mals
can participate in thls natlﬂnal prﬁgfam of special Zibrify
services thrauﬁh Qne D’ *hése re§1anai ‘1ibraries.

The purpose of this state of the art report is to
describe how hgndiéapaed'reéﬁérs}in,ﬁaine receive their special
libraﬁy services as pa? Df ;hé national network; The first
part oxr the zepgrt,‘examiningiﬁaiﬁe3s handicapped-reader popu-~
lation itself, ﬁiillfirst &iscuss tﬁe actual participants in
the prcéram and will then go on to describe Maine's efforts
to spread thE'ngﬁiai librar? services to more eligible handi=-
icapped pefscns WﬁGARIEVﬁﬁf'?Ef makiﬁﬂ use ot thema Part two .
of the tPPOrt wall then speah of Maine's ag;ncJes participating
in the prcﬁfam of proy: diﬁg speslﬂi 11brary sexvices for handin
cay’ »d readersv;n.hﬁingg Looking to the future, the final
chapter will make snme:ecémméndatiﬂns for the ccnting§tiage
and dEVelgpmeni.cf_Iiﬁraiﬁ,séffices-for_tﬁe handicapped in




PART I

MAINE'S HANDICAPPED READERS
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CHAPTER 1
PRESENT HANDICAPPED READERS IN MAINE

Eligibility Requirements

"Public laws 89-522 and 89-511 authorize
the Library oi Cungress to extend its books to-
those individuals unable to read conventional
print because of a physical iimitatione... The
Division of Eye Care and Special Services is the
state agency in Maine designated by the Library
of Congress for the distribution of Talking Book
Kachines, DBoth the machines and recorders are
loaned without charge to any individual unable
to read conventional print because of a physical.
handicape.. Eligibility requirements are based on
the rules and regulations established by the
United States Library of Congress, Division for
the Blind and Physically Handicapped. -Bligibility
is established as follows:

I. Blindness or a vistal limitation

Ze. Any physical ailmoat that makes the
holding or reading of ordinary books
and magazines either impossible or so
difficult that it prevents the individual
from reading =~ *

J.. A fuﬁctignal disorder due to brain
damage, """ -

In this we have the brcadestfdefinition of the “handiﬁ
capped”™ who may participate in the natianal‘grogram of library
services_fci the handiﬁappedi' No iDnge; (since 1966) is 13&31
blindness thé ninimum requirement for pafticipation. Maine

Statutes have been in the forefront for quite some time con-

f4yaiﬂe, Department of Iealth and Welfare, Division

of Eye Care and Special Services,. Policy and Procedural Manual.
(Augusta, Maine: Department of Health and welfare, 1969, 7

“Library Services to the Visually and Physically Handicapped,"

0Me le
ERIC - 14
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cerning such paitiéipationi In fhe days when '"legal blind-
ness" was the requirement and it was defined as including persons
with "visual acuity for distant vision of 20/200 or lesé in
the better eye with best correction, or visual acuity of more
than 20/200 if the widest diameter of field of vision subtends
an angle no greater than 20 degrees,"s Maine Statutes defined
blindness merely in terms of "any wvision handicap which pre-
vents the individual from performing his usual activitiésg"é
If the words ''physical c&nditicn”’werénsubsfifuted for "vision"
" in Maine's defini'ion we would have practically the samé
definition that is used today in determining eligibility for
participation in the libra:y—sérvices=fcf-the—handicapped pro=
gErame
The definition of the "handicapped" téday has been left

without &ringent legal limitations. ZEach applicant for special
libzaty services is treated individually--does hi;/ﬁer handi-
cap, iﬁpairm&ni, etc., prevent or seriously hamper the reading
of conventionally printed materials? This is today?®s minimum
requirement for participitiam in the pfcgzam.

| Such indefinite limitations of the definition, howevég
do not permit accurate, up-to-date statistics concerning the
eligibles for Participatian in the national program ofslibfazv
services for ﬁhe handicapged_ Statistics are available on the
i.'flEga:.‘[':l.j,zr blind" and on other types of handicapping conditions

to some extent, Maine is estimated, for example, to have

Sﬁaiﬂe, Commission on Rehabilitation Needs, p. 105.

éMaine, Commission on Rehabilitation Needs, pe 105.

15




approximately 1,850 legally blind persons? accoxrding to
the stricter definition given above, and th¢ June, 1969, Annual

Report of the Buieau of| Education for the Handicapped, Office

of Education, Washingtop, D.C., reportis Maine as having some
41,888 handicapped Chilgren alone.® If statistics concerning
the "multiply impaired™|are introduced the picture becomes

much more complicated. |But, such statistics are not altogether

meaningful when speakin$ of the handicapped in relation to the
national program of 1iﬁ#azy[5&rvices for the handicapped. Per-

sons otherwise considered severely handicapped may have no
. o C ‘ | A
impairment at all when it comes to the use of conventionally
printed materials. Others with normal vision might be severely
i .

handicapped in their reading because of some nervous disorder,
There is nc.ﬁaY of measuring such "handi6apped" statistics,
except to count those already using the services.

Once a handicapﬁed person has submitted his applica-
tion for special 1ibrar£ services to the Division of Lye Care
and Special ServiCes,iDépartmen{ of Health and wélfafe, in
Augusta, Maine, and it éas beenéappfaved, his application ?
is forwarded to the Pe:ﬁins Schécl for the Blind, Watertown,

Massachusetts.. The library at Perkins serves as "Regional

Library for tle Blind aﬁﬁ Physiéally Handicapped" for Massa=

. Tﬂafi63317532ief& for the Prevention of Blindness,
Estimated Statistics on Blindness and Vision Problems. (MNew York:
National Soc. for the Prevention of Blindness, 1966,, p. 20,

sﬁksy, Departmen# of Heélth, Education, and welfare,
Bureau of Education for the Handicapped, Better Education for
¢ -ndicavped Children. (Washington, G.P.O., 15697, D. 6. '

51
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Maine had 717 "readers'' registered with reriins lLabrarys

Thirty-eight of these readers were considered to be “phy—l

‘sically handicapped" and the remainder were '"visually" im=-

paired'readefs; Some fifty-five percent of these readers
were women and about forty-ihiree per cent were male readers.
The femaining two per cent of Mainel's services from Perkins
library as of April 1, 1970, were provided 10 local Liibraries,
hospitals, and other institutions for use by local handi-

capped patrons.

Geographical Distribution

A geographical analysis of the 717 présenf handicapped
readers in Maine who are using the library services provided
by the library at Perkins Schccl for the Blind will be help-
ful before considering some of the uniqye'n:éblems to Maine
in providing services for handicapped readers., Table, 1,
page 9, gives a county breakdown for Maine . 7:° »nresent handi-
capped readers, giving the total number of readers, the per
cent of the state's fotal handicapped-reader population, '
the pumber of male and female readers, and the number of
instituiionssreceiving services for local patrons, fo; each
of Maine's sixteen counties. Tables 2. through 17, on the
following pages, then break down each county's totals by
city and town, giving for each the number of visually and
physically handicapped male and female readers as well as
the number of ihgtiiutians in each town or city receiving

the special library services for local patrons.

1y
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TABLE l.,=--County Analysis of Maine's Present ﬁandicagped.ﬁeaders
Receiving Services from the Library at the
Perkins School for ithe Blind

County Total Percent- Total Total Institu-
Handi- age of Male Female tions
€apped Statel's Readexrs  Readers Using,
Readers Total e _Services

Androscoggin 50 6.9% 25 24
Aroostook 46 . 604% - 19 27

Cumberland 186 25.9% : &8 94
Franklin . 17 2e4% 6 11

Hancock 39 5‘4% ' 14 . 25
Kennebec 69 9,6% | 31 36

Knox 29 4,0% 7 20
Lincoln 17 2e4% 6 8

Oxford 25 3.5% 8 16
Penobscot 70 9.8% 25 44
Piscataquis 12 1;7%1V 5 7
Sagadahoc 6 0.8% B & 5

Somerset 32 © 4,.5% 10 20
Waldo 24  3.,4% 14 9

OO0 HN OO0 Mk WN NO Ofs O}

Washington 25 3.5% 11 14
York 70 9.8% - 40 30

Total 717 - 100.0% 310 390 17

9a11 figures for Tablés 1-17 have been computed by
the author from the handicappéd-reader file at the Division
of Eye Care and Spéecial Services, Department of Health and-
Welfare, Augusta, Maine., All figures given in these tables
are dated as of April 1, 1970, and include only those readers
who are registered as receiving services from the library at
the Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, Massachusetts.




TABLE 2,=~ Androscoggin County Handicapped ReaderslO
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Total Handicapped Readers
Per ¢tent of State's Total
Total Male Readers
Total Female Readers

a P

Institutions Using Services~ 1
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- 50
- 25
- 24
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=
L Wt
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Danville
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| Springs
Turner

MR e N R 00CcOom e

50 ©00 © & ROBERG
00 00O O O© COOoR
00 00 © O OmMOoOO |
Q0 0O © O oORSoST

10A11 county maps

1

o v ps for Ta
. {Warm, Friendly State of Maine, Facts.(Rockland, Madines: Courier

sles

R

ERS L A%

g;*mememk
BN TR R
- <N.Livermore fay) o L0
Gilbertvitle ¥

Livermore /] ©

N s
H
A
[ 75

86,312

;‘C

ollege

2-17 have been taken from

Gazette, 1965), Dp. 19, 22, 23, 23, 27, 20, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39,

| ¥4 733,745, 47, 49, and 51 zespeptively. [T TN T
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N =
AROOSTOOK /"

" COUNTY
Population 106,064 |
|

|

i

TABLE 3,--Aroostook Cy. RN W
Handicapped Readers mﬁﬁﬁLﬁgg 5

- Natigates g Min

nes

City Vis, {Phy. | X VIR IN

e ~IM P |MF s 5
Ashland |1 ‘110 O |O
Blaine 0 0|0 110 '

Caribou |5 3 |0 O |0 Total Handi-

Eagle capped ,

Lake 0 1 [0 O |0 Readers - 46 |
Easton, |1 0 |0 0O ]O . | , P-Ee N
Fort Fairs Per| cent of

field 1 1/0 0|0 State's =

Fort Kent|l O |0 0 |0 Total - 6,4%
Houlton |3 5|1 11}0 I
Limestone|l 0 |0 0 |0 MNMale
Madawaska)0 1 [0 0 |0 Realers - 19
Mapleton |1 0 |O OO :

Maxrs Hill}0 1 |0 © |0 Female .
Montie . Readers = 27
| cello 0 110 oo | o
-|{Plaisted |1 0 |0 O |0 Institutions
- |Presque : - . Using = -

{ Isle ~ 12 '8 |0 1 |0  Services = .0 .
$t, Jobn {0 1 {0 OO - - |
“{Snmyrna | SRR
Mills -~ {170 |0 o]0
. |Weston O 1 o0-0]0 |,

aq;
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TABLE 4o =-= Cumberland County Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped
Readers - 1386 [

| Percentage of o | | . ‘
FRLAND CQQNTY

State? 5 _ \ A
- Total. 25.9% (:LJ£¥%'
Male . , '
Readers - 88 Population 182,751
Female ] ' :
Readers - 24

Institutions

Using

Services -~ 4
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e
<
]
=

City Vis.
|»1

e
S
t

Bailey
Island 1
1Bridgton |1
Brunswick |5
Cape
Elzmbeth |2
Casco 2
Chebeague
Island 2
Cliff
Island 0
Cumberland 1
East
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East
Hiran
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Falmouth
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L Per  cent

" ‘Readers -

Franklin County Handicapped Readers

.} Total. Handicapped

Readers ~. 17
of State‘
Tofal -2, 4A
Male '

6

.Female

" ‘Redders « .11
Imstitutions
. Using
‘Services -~ O

FRANKLIN
COUNTY

Population

.City |Vise |Phy. I

., !N ‘E ' 3 .

| Pryden 1 .0 .10 O |O

Eustis il 040 0 {0

[‘Barriding~ [

I ton 41 0 ]0 0 |0

|Jay - o 1o o |o

;‘Rlnﬁflﬁld 0 1 {0 0O |0

INew "~ | o

Y‘Vaneyarq 0 110 O |0

{PHillips [2 2 {0 o© {0

JRangeiey |1 2 [0 0 |O ",

|Stratton 0 3]0 0 |0 "

fSt;oncr 40 1 J]0 0 |0 \
' \.,.ﬂ.”f:aﬂ

20,069




TABLB 6o == . Izncock County h@ndlcapﬁed Readers

s s

== IR IS ST i : HamS S SIS : é

Total Handicapped
Readers -~ 39

1Per cent of Statels
Total = 5.4%

' i]’aéiders. 14 o HANCQCK
| Female. i COUNTY
_ Readers - 25 N

Institutions
Us:l,ncr ‘
SEIV;CES - 0

Population 82,203
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TABLE 7,

Kennebdc County Fandicapnped Readers

Total Handicapped

Readers

- 69
of Statels

Per cent

. Winthrop

South”
“IWater-

|Winslow.
- [Winthrop

Total =-
Male
Readers =
Female
Readers = 3
Institutions
Using Ser-
vices =~ 2
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9 o 6%

e
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“TABLE 8, ==

Enoi

County Handicapped Readers

City
. M

rv.'isa?
B

M

Phy ® I
E

|Camden (2

| Friend-

| ship

3 Glen :

|~ Cove
|Noxth

| Haven
Rockland

‘Thomaston

{¥Vinal-

| haven

“{Warren

o

00 Ol

o0 ooo o
oo oo o o o

Populatmn o

o0 ONO O .0 .2 ..

Total Hand1¢apped
"Readers -~ 29
Percentage of
State's
Total «~ 4.,0%
Male

Readers - 7
Female ,
Readers -~ 20
Institutions
Using
Services - 2

KNQX C@U NT‘

28,’575

B ,*ﬂ;_
natho o o \
é;f . : o Loakuut
2 LY
iote au Haut o o0 ! Q
S oo { S
" A [ sfa ©
. f"""q;,}. L !; ISEV
R N A(Au Haut
Aﬂl;ﬂﬂ!iﬂd
. ) . . ) .E-j .
ic s ; Hltnﬁ;: :
' T Matinigus Iy f i
Ragged 11.
L.

£ g . _ AR




TABLE 9, ==

Lincoln County Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped
Readers =~ 17

t Per cent of State?
Male
Readers - 6
Female
‘Readers - 8
Institutions
Us;ng

Services = 3

s | LINCOLN
'COUNTY

; Population

e

. " ' . - / Sorrnérvrirl

i

|

18,497 d
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TABLE 10, =- Oxford County Handicapped Readers
Total Handicapped
ﬁReaders - 25 .
Per cent of Statetls ! R
Total = 3¢5% | OXFORD
Male , COUNTY
Readexs -~ 8 )
Female : Population . 44,345
Readers =~ 16 B
Institutions
- Using _
, Services = 1 SR
City Vise |Phys. |
- , M BE|M F
Bethel i 210 0 |0
Bxown-
field 0O 1]0 O |0
Bryant
Pond 0O 10 0 |0
BuckfieldlO 1 (O 0O |O
Dixfieid [0 1 [0 O |O
East
Ancdover (O° X |O 0 |O
Hebron i1 0 (0 0O |0
Mexico 0 2|0 0 |0
Newry 1l 010 0 |O
Norway 1 20 1 |0
Rumford |2 1 |0 O |1
South
Paris c 1]0 O {0
Waterfordl0O 1 |O O |O
West ’ -
Paris 0O.1]0 o0 |0
West Peryy2 O |0 0O (O




TABLE 11, ~-

Penobscot County Handicap;ed Readers

Total Handicapped
Readers - 70
1Per cent of Statels ;
Total - 948% , A
Male i
Readers - 25
Female _ ,
. Readers - 44
Institutions
Using. 7
Services - 1 .
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M. F
1 18

City
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TABLE 12, -~ Piscataquis County Handicapped Readers

L | PISCATAQUIS
Total I-Iandicapped_ : - CQUNTY 7

Readers - 12 :

Per cent. of Staté;s _ Population
Total - 1.7% [ ”“g“’f‘\‘f

Chpmauond= Froat’
e

Male :
Readers - 5

Female
Readers - 7

Institutions

|
Using - j
Fervices = 0 d
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3
TABLE 13, =~ Sagadahoc County Handicapped Readers
j Total Handicapped
; Readers = 6
; Per cent of State's SAGADARHOC
| Total - 0.8% N
al = 0.87 COUNTY
’ Male Population ' 22,793
Readers - 1.
Female -
Readers - S
Institutions " )
~Using Services - O /é?s%
. 71@“ - ; /Rmhnmnd Cor.
City 'Vis. [Phv. [I / 2f97)..
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TABLE 14, «- ' - Somerset County Handicabped Readers

Total Fandicapped , - . b
Readers — 32 | SOMERSET
41 Per cent of Statels . : CQUNTY .
Male : ' “Population - 39,749 |
Readers =~ 10 ' ;
Fenmale
Readers -« 20
Institutions
Using
Services - 2

. ‘H“

City

s <’l
151
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TABLE 15.

Waldo County Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped

Readers =

Per cent

Tctal - 3-

Male
Readers =

Female

24

a%

14

Readers - 9

Institutions

Using
Services

City

-1

Iz =
] =]
w0

e

of State's

Phy o

WALDO COUNTY

22,632

Population
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gl TABLE 16, == - Washington County Handicapped Readers

;
L, N S

‘ - e e P— - s e —

| Total Mandicapped .
i Readers - 25

| Per cent of State's
' Total = 3.5% '

; Male o
(. Readers -~ 11
Female - ‘ .' . g

Readers - 14 . : | N ASHIINET Y
eReeE | - WASHINGTON
Institutions = e - COUNTY
Using Services = 0 . o

City - Population 32,908
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TABLE 174 == York County Handicapped Readers

Total HNandicapped
Readers - 70

Per cent of State's
Total = 9.8%
“|Male ,
Readers - 40
Female

Readers ~ 30
Institutions
Using

Services = 0

YORK
COUNTY

City
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Berwick
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Population 99,402
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CHAPTER 2

POTENT IAL HANDICAPPED READERS IN MAINE ‘ i

One of the characteristics which might best degcrlbe
the entire. 11b:ary—serv1ces—for—theuhandicapped prcﬁram from
its beginning right up to the bresent is "expans;on.? From the
very outset of the program -the lib:ariaﬂs for the handzcanged

have had to seek out the handicapped in order to inform tnem of

the services which are available.

Even th@ugh the program for

the blind was underway back

in 1931 with the Passage of the

Pratt-Smoot Act,

many

blind persons still are not being reached

" braille, talking~book,

with reading services,

The 717 readers discussed

of the total population of the legally blind in Maine.

phys;cally handicapped ar.
more.
of persons being reached by Maine!?

for the handicapped.

First of all, the. flgufe 717 given prev10usly does nct

account for all of .the hardlﬂapped readers r9261v1na “spec:al

library services" in Maine,
that

Regional Library at Perkins School

rdded the bercentage shrinks still

Several factors help to account for this small nunber

Ratber, as 3t was pointed Qut

figure refers only to those receiving services through the

LalLiﬁF—mﬁgaZLHC

in chapter 1 are but one third

" If the

S program of library services

for the Bl;nd. There are

and tape services

v~
™

T T TR
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i
provided for these readers thrcuéhg%ﬁés regional 1ib;;%y; - | ;
fany éther reader services, however, are‘provided by the Maine E é
étate Library and were therefore not covered in the handicapped- § f
reader survey discussed in the previous chapter. Such library i !
aids as page tﬁrners9 magnifiefs, magnifying sheets, bedspécs, i
reading stands, and éégnifig: view tables are lcaned for rezder ! ;
use throughout the s%ate by the Maine State Library. An analysis |. f
v P
of thése services will be treated Chapter 6 which'discusses %
the state library and its role in the program for handicapped ;
weaders. Thus, the total figure of those receiving special E
library services is well over the 717 figure given earlier. %
Since the services of the State Library are provided whenever {
\ t;
possible through the lcca;'libraries, exact statistics as to 5
the number of persons using the materials afe not available, f
Several other reasons that might help account for the é
apparently small number of handicapped persons who are being ‘gé
reached by the library services program lie with the handicapped %gv
i

themselvess

"se of the Talkine Book Service is not as wide- s
spread among visually handlcﬁpped people aa would . i
be d251fable, as indicated above. Some of this ' .
may be accounted for by reason that mapy blind
persons in Maine, as in the nation, are in the

alder age group; many were not readers when they i
had their sight; and many speak patois Fre:ch as _ E
their cultural language and find it dlfflCélt to - o
Iisten to English for any length of timetd : oo
"Iiaine has one of the hichest ratios of é

the aged (65 years of age and oléer) to total
. population in the country; And it 4is in this
- age group that the increase in blindness and

IEA.FaBi, Program Review_,?May 17321}_1955, p. 45,

- 36
ERIC, S . 27




visual bhandicap is occurring. In on. ¢
service (Mansfield at Thayer),
to constitute about 75% of the patients
Nursing home patients are increasing in
and tac, the aged aciguni for ihe

AN Sere [} ©

portion of that increase,"

0ld age, foreign tongue, and/or lack of

linic
serveds

sunier
najor

reading

the aged were said

habits

can and ap-

before the onset of the handicapping condition

'parently do create a éertain améuﬁt'ﬁf'apathy among the handi-
capped toward the 1ibfary'services foered to them,

"In additi@n,.therc has not been a consistent method
for ;nfarm*nﬁ the public wbout this serv;ce. .Af‘timés, the
clerk in charge Df Leeplng the records for this program has
talked w;th personnel from nursing homes and hames for the aged,
and scme.brochures?have been dist:ibuted."14 By the very fact:
of their being handicapped, it cannot be expected that blind and
physically handicapped persons will have ready access to infor-
mation on services, They cannot be expected to "hunt for them-
selves" as persons without their impairmenfé. Ways-and oppoxz=~
tunities fcf bring information to the handicapped about the
sefvicés, benefits, and aids availabie to thEmeust be tried
and made to worke. EVETYEQppDrtUﬂitf for informing the public'

at large and the handisappéd in parficula: muSt be grasped.

The 1967 Caﬁpalﬁn To Qeach Mcre Readérs ; -

The Maine State Library and Division of Eye Care and

Special Services joined their efforts in 1967 to take advantagé

13A.F.B., Program Review...May 1?-21, 1965, pe 40.

14
- ALE, B., Program Rev1ew...kay 17é21 1965, p. 45,
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o _ . _ o . B i §
of the widening of tﬁe 1ibraryuseﬁvices=for=the—handicapped e 2
program (to reach the physically and visuvally handicapped) : % i
to spread Mainels 5ervices wmong many nore readers, The ? % g
services of Mrs. lMary Ken Grant, a Maine librarian who is now i g
retired, were enlisted to publicize all of the avmilable ser- | i

“vices throughout the state. Television appearances, conven&ian‘ i él

speeches, luﬁcheons, ... were only a few of the "roads" to the é:
. public taken by’ Mrs. Grant with her talklng book machines and. ?
other reading aids for demonstrntloni 'She and-other personnel !
k

traveled all over the state publicizing the services,

In CDﬂlunCtlDﬂ with Mrs. Grant's efforts to spread

“"the good news' a special survey was preparea for locating more i

potential readers among Ialne's handlcapped populatlon. The 'S
method chosen for reaching these hﬂﬂdlﬁapped readers was 1o :

. deal Wlth public agencies that were Expccted to have direct ?
contact with héﬁdi apped ;ndi iduals., Some 3000 survey. forms ' ﬁ

f were d;st:;buted among the-state’ s publlc 11hrar1es, public! _Eé
. health nurses,'carmunltf hcalth‘or anlzatloné,.schcols, nursing ! Eé
homes and bcard;nﬁ homes cerebral palsy centers; and- even - "éz

© among lndlvlnuﬁls who might be expected tc have ccntarts with . 'f-_;:

handicayped pevsonag Each agency, n r'e 1 brarian, etc;, . .

was ask?d ta, seek out the handlcanped of hJS/hEI chale§ cliéntelg,"

b

etc., and camplete one form for each 1nd1v1dual Judged el;alble 3

fcf participatlan 1n the spetlal l;b:ary SEIVlCES pIOﬁram.l - ;f,ﬂf';?

¥u f :;- Several 1etters were sent Gut alon .w1th the packets Qf
suzveY farms, Dne nem@:'addressed to‘the PUbllG 1;brarlans : _'_f-'f B

5£ the stata‘soliclted th31r SpEClal aid.f"In Oidéﬁltﬁ have,*

i’ e | m e e
S ’ e - ! E oo [ ~'.-,,|l ' R
1 .. . i . - . Loty . s ;
e ' Coa . . . K s Lot
S | o Tt UL N vt : sove b -”_I e




NAINE STAlh LIBRARY & DIVIﬁIQN OF EYE CARE & SPECIAL SERVICES
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF ERALTH & WELFARE

Survey of Physicaliy hindlcahped Persons Who Are Unable to Read
or to Use Conventional Printed Materials as a Result of Their
Physical Limitations,

Date:

Name of handlcappea person. ‘Birthdate:
Address

Give reason (physical 11m1tat1on) why person cannot use
conventlonal print: . .

Name of person who completed this form:
Title (if pertinent):
Address:

Please return completed form to:

Mr. Owen Poiiard, Director

.. Division of Eye Care & Special Services
Maine Department of Health & Welfare
239 State Street, Auvusta, Maine 04330
by Nay 20, 1967

Tig. 1.--Survey Form Used in 1967 Campaign

a contact point in as many towns as possible,>we should like
to be able to aﬁnOunce that aﬁyone knowing of a physically .
handicappedlperspn who might take advantagé of this service
should notify thé publié library. 1I7ill you_pleasevlet us
know at once if you ca annot do fhis?"15 A générgl letter was
then sent out with. the survey forms to those librarians that

agreedrto help as well as to all of the other public agencies

o lSFlg. 2.--, Do 31, "Letter to Public Librh vrians,
ER&C1967 Campalgn 1" _ L
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LIBRARY SEQVICEQ TO THE
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

- Under Title IV B of the Library Services and Construce
tion Act, the Maine State Library is currently engaged in de-
veloping a plan for library services to individuals who cannot
read or use conventional printed materials as a result of phy=-
sical limitations,. .

- Same time in May we are planning to conduct a wide=
spread radic—televigﬂonsnevspipér informational program, hoping
that by this means we will hear of peopie who may be eligible
to rec01ve the service.

IN ORDER TO HAVE A CONTACI POINT IN AS L&NY TOWNS AS
POSSIBLE WE SHOULD LIKE TO BE ADRLE TO ANNOUNCE THAT ANYONE
KNOWING OF A PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PERSON WIIO MIGHT TAKL AD-
VANTAGE OF TIIIS SERVICE SHOULD NOTIFY TIIE PUBLIC LIBRARY. WILL
YOU PLEASE LET US KNOW AT ONCE IF YOU CANNOT DO THIS?

Examples of such persons are those who are blind or so
visually Iimited as to be unable to read; those whose nmuscle
and nerve control are severely impaired; etc. Also included
are individuals suffering from the rcsults of strokes, or ad-
vanced stages of cereb+a4 palsy, multiple SClerD%ls, muscular
dystrophyg’polib, severe arthritis, or other ailments which
make the holdinz or reading of ordinary books and magazines
e;ther 1mpoaslble or so difficult as to keep them from rcad-
ing. Such persons can be at home, in schools, hospitais, or
other institutions. :

Fig.AZ,——Letter to Eublic Librarians, 1967 Campaign
mentioneﬁ?p:evi@usly who were éipectedgtc haveldi:ect contact
with ﬁandfcappéd{perscns ﬁnd wha had asreed to help in-this
1967 campalwn fcx sp:ead;nﬁ llbrary SEfVACEb tQ mozre: h&ndlcagped
reade:s in Mainel,, Th;s 1etter explalned Th _campaign and lts
aimsi "The prcéram aims io prccure readlng alds 1n suff1c1ent

quantlty to meet fhe need for them.“ It is w1tﬁ estimatinﬂ neeé
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that we :equest your a351stance. ihls you can give us:; by com—

etlng one of the attncheu survey fcrms fgr each phys;cally
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but could read werc a reading [aid p*cv1ded.”16 Mav 26, 1067,
was ann@uﬁced as the date for the néflirn of the completed sur-

vey forms to the D;vls;og of ZBye Care 1nd Spe;1a1 Services,

0 Ezrlﬂ. 3a~=y DPps 32=33, 'Memo to Agencies Contributing
itg 1967 mpaign." ' -

Ny
Ly S :7 - —— - -— - 777 -

MAINE STATE LIBRARY & DIVISION OF EYE CARE & SPECIAL SERVICES
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE .

Memo To: Those requested to contribute to a survey of physically

handicapped persons who are unable to read oxr to use
conventional printed materials as a result of their
physical limitations

From: Ruth A, Hazelton, State lelﬂrian, and
Owen Pollard, Director, Division of Lye Care & Special
Services, Lalne Depariment of Iealth and Welfare

We have ﬁcod news for phy51cw11y hand;c1pped pe:sons who are
denied the benefits and pleasure of reading because of their
physical limitations. There is oPp@rtunity now to procure
reading aids for thene.

Under Title IVB of the lerify Services and Construction
Act funds are availabie in ihis fiscal yCex Iu p¢an for the
establishment and improvement of llbrary services to physically
hand;;apped persons who are unable faﬂread or to use conven=
tional printed materials as a resylt:of physical limitations.
The State Library is responsible ﬂor administering this program
and has the cooperation of the Division of Eye Care and Special
Services, Department of Health and Welfare. A Council has
been set up to assist in developlnv the procrame, It is com=-
posed of representatives of agencies tnrouwh@vt the State that
work with physically handlcapped PETYSONsS.

1hﬂﬁ
The program aims to procu:@#ﬁeadinw aids in sufficient

quantity to meet the need for then. It is with estimating need
that we request your assistance. This you can give us—by COom=
pletlnw one of the attached survey forms for each phy51cally
handicapped person you know who cannot use conventional print
but could read were a reading aid provided., Please return
completed forms by May 26, 1967 so that the request for funds,
which nmust be substantlated by EVlde;Cé of need, can be sub-
mitted in June, 1967. HFRR

Fige 3e--lemo 1O AﬂenCJes Congrlbuting Fo 1067 Canp'
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The tollow:l,ncr examples of iimitding physical conditions. w111J
guide you in 1dhﬂt1fy1n' handicapped QEISQRS who would be Ellglh
for readlnﬁ aids under this spcglil p.rrgrams

‘Blindness or visual llmltatiens
Loss of arms or of the use of arms
Severe impairment of muscles or nerve control

Any physical ailment that makes holding or readlnﬂ of
ordinary books and magazines either impossible or so

difficult that the person cannot read, as: arthritis,
paralysis of upper extremities, cerebral palsy, mul-

tiple sclerosis,; fracture of neck or spine, muscular

dystrophy, etc.

Examples of reading aids are:
Talking book machine

Magnifier - adjusfablelmagniinng lens built over a
plate on which regular printed item is placed

Prismatic lens - for read:nﬁ in supine -position (flat
: on back)

Electric page turner

Reading stand - on which to place and prop a book,
: g magazine, etc,

Ceiling projector - projects printed page on ceiling
or wall.,

We shall be most appreciaflve of yeu: assistance in lo-
cating and identifying handicapped persons whc w111 benefit
from this programes.

[ e — e i eee— - — - ~ = — - et e
—_— ——— - — e - =

Fige. 3.4;Ccntinued

The Furvey brought in some 280 completed forms to the
D;v;s;on of Eye Care and Special Services. Of the 284 forms
Ieturned,_zz merely indicated that there were no handicapped
persnns to report. Forty-three per cent of the remaining 262

fnrms were COﬂpleted and ° submltted to the DlVlSan cf Eye Care
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by public health nurses, community health associations, and the
like, écross the state. Public librarians from all over the
state collectively sent in about twenty-one per cent of the

262 registrations; nursing home administrators sent in approxi-
mately fifteen per cent of the forms; nine per cent came from
cerebral palsy centers in scveral parts of the state; and three
per cent came from local schools. The remaining nine per cent,
attributed to '"miscellaneous’, were sent in by indifiduals,

relatives of the handicapped persons concerned, ministers,

and the like.

It was stated earlier that 'Maine has one of the

highest‘ratics of the aged (65 years of age and older) to to=-

tal population in the country. And it is in this'ége group

that the increase in blindne;s‘and visual handicap is occurfing...
Nursing home patients ére increasing in number and here, fco,

the aged account for the major portion of that increase,"l7
These statements are borne out by an analysis of this phy-
sically-handicapped-reader survey of 1967 inlMaine.’:According
tb Tables 18 and 19, pageé 35 and 36 respectively, which -
analyze this 1967 survey, some 52 per cent of the 262 persons
whose su:vev-fgzms wefé seﬁ%‘in were registered as being 66
years of agegor older. The percentage jumps to 56 per cent .

if age 61 is used as the cut-off line, and up to 61 per cent

-when those persons over age 50 are considered, Thirty-two

out of thirty-nine persons who were registered for the survey

by nursing home administrators are 66 years of age or older;

175.F.B., Prosram Review...May 17-21, 1965, p. 40,
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ew=Survey Analysis #1, 1967 Camg

TABLE 18 aign to Reach Physically i
Handicapped Readersld o ' i

Age Sex19 Handicap20 -f Agency Submitting Form2l !
Group M B N Vv b N 1 2 3 4 5. 6
i

96 ~100

91
86
81

76
71
66

- 05
90
85

80
75
70

-

61 ~ 65
56 ~ 60
51 2-55

46
41
36

- 50
45
- 40

35
30
25

31
26
21

16
11
6

20
15
- 10

Agé Not
Given

<

12
21
20
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TOTAL

94 166

2 [65~ 92 5 [39 1i4 35 23 23

% of

36%  63% 1%

15% _43% 21% 9%

63% _35% _ 2% 3% 9%

_TOTAL

from the
analysis

librarie

 18The analysis of the 1067 Campaign survey to reach moze
. physical

y handicapped readers has been made by the'author himself
survey forms which had been kept and were given to him for
in February, 1970. S L . L
191:}1'7._3!_ “Male”'; HFti_iiFeInale"; HNIL N G T indi,ca'ted on form." -
EQ“V"—"Visual“; "PY=""Physical'; "N'"-"Not indicated on form."
gll—Nu:Sing homes; 2-Public Health Nurses, etc.; 3=-Public
$; 4~Cerebral Palsy Centers; 5~Schools; 6-Miscellaneous.
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twentyv-~-three of them were 81l years old or more at the time of

the survey. Only eighteen per cent Df;all those registered

were below 21 yvears olde : ' )
A close examination of -the tabulation of this survey é

as well as the handiicapped-reader-file survey discussed in

the first chapter wiﬁl reveal still another problem which con-

fronts those responsﬁble for bringing library services to
Maine's handicapped readers, That almost insurmountable
obstacle is geography. The 717 handicapped readers preéeutly
being served through the Perkins 1ibra£§’aré{sgxead out over
4 state which is some 400 miles in length and whose largest
city does not exceed 150,000 in population. Gicup'or concen-
trated serwvices are not possibie in a vast state such as this
with a primarily '‘zural" population.

Cumberland Cbunt?, the Portland metropolitan area,
claims the largest percentage of the 717 active readers using
Perkins® services, and that pezcentagé is only 25.9. Penobscot-
and ?crk Counties follow Cumberland with each having QUBV
per cent aof Maine's present haﬁdicapped readers using the
Perkins library services. That leaves approximately fifty-
five per cent of tle state's handicapped-rcadcr population
'distributed:avezjthE'other thirteen counties which together _
comprise almost threepfourtﬁs or the state's area. With 380
readers spread so thinly over the state, communication;and
services must be accomplished almost on a one-to-one basié.
This does pose problems as far as administration and personnel

for the program are concerned,
| 46
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The 1967 survey backs up the reader-file survey con-
cerning this geographical dilemma. In 1967 York County claimed
the largest percentage of those forms that were submitted to
the Division of Iye Céré, fourteen per cent or thirty-six
poténtial handicappedéreaders in all, Aroostook County fol-
Lowed with thirty—twcépetential éeaders reported, and Cum~
berland County cawc in third with twenty-eight physically
handicapped potential rcaders being reported in the suzvey;
Almost a hundred readers out of the 262 submitted fell in
three rnounties once again, If the needs of each individual
who was reporied as being a potential user of the services
were to be seriously investigated an awful latgof.traveling'
would have to be doney not to mention the time and resources
that‘would be expended in such a tour of investigation. Mainels
program of library services for the handicapped will neces-
sarily be highly iﬂdividualizéd because of this geographical

characteristic.

The chief purpose of the 1967 survey of Maine's phy-
sically handicapped potential users of the special 1ibrarv

services was to enable a realistic estimate as to the quantity

‘of those services and reading aids that would be needed now._

that the program was Dpened-up to other fhaﬂ the legally blind.
Many of the readers listed in this 1967 survey are now receiving
special library services for which they were recommended by

the library or public agency. The actual effectivencss of the

‘entire 1967 campaign in expanding Maine's program of services

Q , , . -4 .- , - = .
- 4 T vil. : - the 2nd of this apter,
Iﬂ{y:tc neq readers will be §lscussed at chgﬁ;’ of this chapter,

IToxt Provided by ERI

after the "Share Campaizn'" section,




ST ARE Campaign, 1969

The 1967 survey revealed the tremendous number of po-
tential handicapped readers in the state. As 1968 wore on
ways and methods of reaching all of these potential readers
and those who were not registered in the 1967 survey were
being discussed and ins ~stigated. The "SHARE (So Handicapped
All Read Easily) Campaign'" was gradually taking shape to help
increase the number of those handicapped readers participating
in Maine's program of special library services.

Four main objectives were deterniined for the SHARE
Gampaiggzgg

1. To make all Maine residents who are eligible

for the services and devices aware they are.
available and how to obtain them.

2e . To reach pﬁrsané who deal directly with those

elizible for services and devices and encourage
them in the promotion of more extensive aid

“to the physically and visually bandicapped.

3. To crecate a general public awareness of the
progran, its objectives and accomplishments.

4, . To work directly with local groups interested
' In the prozram to provide them with suggested
activities, materials, and advice that will
aid tliem in providing the manpower to »chieve
the general objectives of the progran.
SHARE was not to be: a one-effort event, but a continuing
campaign for uniting Handicapped readers and library service:.

In order to insure the continued effectiveness of SHARE

22Maine, SHARE, Manual. (Hallowell, Maine: SHARE;
146 Second Street, 1969), TSHARE ~ Purpose', unpaged. '




immediate, specific aims were set for the first year of the
campaign, aims that could be rcalisiically met in 1969,

Mr. Gary Nichols, State Consultant, Library Services for the
Visually and Physically Hﬁndicapped; Maine State Library,
summarized these specific goals for 1969 in his ""rhe SHARE
Campaign,' which was prepared for the regional librarians
for the handicapped meeting in New York in May, 197023

"It was felt that objectives of the program
could best be achieved by setting certain specific
and sonecwhat limited goals, particularly in the first
year, and focus all efforts on trying to do a tho-
rough job in achieving these goals. In keeping with
this aim one of the goals set for the first year
was the formation of a statewide committee that would
organize, direct, and coordinate the efforts of groups
that are interested in the problems of library ser-
vices for the handicapped. -

A second goal was to gain the effective participa-
tion of Lions'! Clubs and other local comnunity or-
ganizations and outline a program they can car.y out.

We would also have local organizations forward in-
formation on the needs of the handicapped to the

local library and work with local librarians to achieve
a coordinated effort,

In the first year of the campaign a kit would be
prepared for local use containing posters, large

type flyers, photographs of available equipment,
and a brochure outlining the services arnd containing
applicaticn forms. ; :
Another goal for the opening year would be to provide
special information service for local use such as
press releases, photographs of equipment, lists of’,
goals and suggested activities.” ' - -

The goals were specific, tangible, and could be measured

«s to their success or failure of achievement.

23Fig. 4,--, pp. 41ff, "The SHARE Campaign,' by Gary
Nichols, State Consultant, Library Services for the Visually
and Physically Handicapped, Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine.
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The SHARE Campaign

SHARE (So Handicapped All Read Easily) is a program jointly
sponsored by the Maine State Library and the Division of Lye Care
of the Maine Depariment of ilealth and Welfare. The program was |
entirely funded through Title IV B of the Library Services and Con- |
struction Act. : :

The initial impetus of the program was the result of disappoint-
ment with the numbers of people taking advantage of the 1966 amend-
ment extending the Talking Book program to the physically handicapped
the results of a survey indicating a large number of handicapped in
Maine but few taking advantage of reading aids, and the availability
of Federal funds to do something about it. The ol:jectives of the
program were: '

I. To make most of Maine residents who are eligible for
services and devices aware they are available and how to
obtain them, .

2. To reach persons who deal directly with those eligible
for services and encourage them in the promotion of more
extensive aicd to the handicapped.

3. To work directly with local groups interested in the
bProgram to provice them with suggested activities, ma-

terials, and advice that will aid them in providing the
manpower to achieve the objectives of the prosram.

de To design the program and activities in such a way

that they can be carried on in a similar way in future

years and continue to unite reader and services.,
i .
It was felt that objectives of the program cou. . best be achievegd
by setting certain specific and somewhat limited goals, parti-
cularly in the first year, and focus all efforts on trying to do a
thorough job in achieving these goals. In keeping with this aim’
one of the goals set for the first year was the formation of a
statewide committee that would organize, direct, and coordinate
the efforts of groups that are interested in the problems of library
services for the handicapped. A second goal was to gain the effec-
tive participation of Lions! Clubs and other local community organ-
izations and outline a program they can carry out.. We would also
have local organizations forward information on the needs of the
the handicapped to the local 1library and work with local librarians
to achieve a coordinated effort. In the first vear of the cam-
paign a kit would be prepared for local use containing posters,
large type flyers, photographs of available equipment, and a bro-
chure outlining the services and containing application forms.
‘Another goal for the opening year would be to provide special in-
formation service for local usé such as press recleases, photographs

O Fig, 4.--The SHARE Campaign, A Summary by Gary Nichols, |
ERIC State. Consultant for the Handicapped, Maine State Library
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of eguipment, iists of goals and vaﬁes%éd activities.
b 4

Past efforts have indicated that pub11C1ty through mass media
is not always e:fcctlvc in reaching. the handicapped. Goals were
designed to achieve a more pEISGDil and locally-oriented approach
rather than concerirailnﬁ efforts on the promotion of general public
AwWareness.

‘The services of ARCO Incorporated, a public relations firm in

Augusta, was engaged for all tcchnical aspccets of the program.
This involved arranﬁinﬁ and planning all mdetings before and after
the seleéction of ' a StliCUidE commitiee and to act as consultant fox

“ the selection of committee members. They also acted as secretary

. for the state committee, setting up meeting places, preparing agendas
and reports of neet;nrs, notifying meEDELs of meetings, and working
with the state chairman to prov1de any type of secretarial and
office facilities required, ARQD was also responsible for writing,
" printing, and arlinflnv for the distribution of neces. ary press
releases, feature ?fflClQS? instructions to local organization,
pamphlets, posters, photographs, and all other materials. ARCO
handled all correspondence generaled by mailings on a day-to-day
basis. Follow-up Willln”S were made to statcu1de organizations wlm
had not responded to the original invitation to join the SHARE
comnittee. The printing of sufficient copies of posters, kits, and
other materials to supply all publlc librarices and participating. '
local groups was another ARCO service, They were alsc rcgpcn51b1e
for preparing .a pr@clﬂmatlan for SIARE month for the Governor's
approval and preparing mailings, letters, etc. to be made by the
state committee to get 1ocal paLtlc;pﬂtiena

Considering the extent of services rcndered we are 1ndebted
to ARCO for a very reasonabl- fee., This was possible because tradi-
tionally ARCO has ‘been library spirited and has taken a spec1al :
interest in the development of Maine libraries. Reduced costs werc
also possible because of AR(D's unique facilities, which 1nc1ude 1ts-
own media print, photograph, and de51gn Shgps. :

An an11y515 of the' SHARE caﬁpilﬁn six months after c1951na,
indicates that the results from the project being directed strictly
toward local outlets tends to he: scmewhat less. drqﬂatlc, but
steadier and much’ 1onaer duratlon. S o C -

. Conventional pu611CJty through; mass medla brlngs a sudden flurry
of ac 1v1ty that soon dies down as the publicity fades. However,
~w®:k;nv dlrectly with people at the local level and involving them
in the project causes a familiarity with the subgect that is recalled
for some time., Verification of this is seen in the: stendy flow of
applications rcceived by the State Library and the Division of :
Eye Care. The number of Talklnﬂ Book subscribers has ‘significantiy
inrreased. Also of interest is the fact that requests for speakers
on the SHAAE progran have develcped ever a PEled of tlme and are,

———— - _3":7. Figa 4.““C0ﬂi1DUEd 7-
EKCV." | g42'
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increasing as time passes. We received excellent cooperation of
many public libraries but there is still a need {foxr a specific re-
port or study of the extent of local group and library partici-
pation. Until .his is achieved the study of the results of the
project remains incomplete, One other measure of success has al-
ready bLeen attained through bringing together, for the first time
in Maine, all of the aggncies concerned in any way with the handi-
capped to work on a common project and to achieve a unified objec~

Perhaps our enthusiasm for the project has been sustained
most by such comments as that of an 87 year old woman who received
2 magnifier view tabie, "Imagine, at 87 I have begun to come to
life again." . '

Fiﬁ; 4¢BﬁCﬁﬁfinﬁed o

with a preliminary mceting held on Decemégr 11, 1968,
it could be said that the SHARE Campaign of 1969 was on its way.
The services of ARCO, Inc., were enlisted for the preﬁa:atién,
publication and distribution of brochures, posters, F;yers, photo-
ARQD was pro-

graphs, and news releases. also responsible for the

vision of any secretarial and office facilities neceded during

the campaign by the state committee. Finally, it was decided that

the campaign should be promoted by a statewide committee rather
than a single state agency. The purposes of the committee as

outlined in- the SI{ARE. Manual

are as follows:

1. "Approval by the connittee of the statewide
program would give it more backing than if it
originates witl a single state agencya.

2, While tiie committee would not be expected to
put in a larpe amount of time working directly

on :he program, it could hold several meetings’
to direct attention and publicity to the programe

3. Members of the committee, to the extent they
are able, counld be used in appearances on TV

or Eeforeggivic groups to explain and promote the
program.'”

724Maine;7$H;RE Manual, unpaged.
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place on June 11, 1969, at the Au susta House, Augusta, Maine. A

this meeting State Chairman, Sumner J. Goffin, was appointed to
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select an executive committee that would have the power to imple-

for Reading Aids -

0

ment the decisions of the state committee and to make any nécéssag?

i
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decisions during the intervals beiween committce meetings. The

six-member executive committee consisted o

iy
1 =

Sumner J. Goffin, Chairman

Past District Tovernor, Lions International

Miss Ruth A, Hayelton ,
State Librarian, Maine State Librar |
] ]

Gary Nichols ) o
State Ccnsnlﬁxntg Library Services for [the Handicapped

C. Owen Pollard, Dirvector i

Dive. of Eye Care & Special Services, Dépt. of Health
. & Vlelfare

Mrs, Natalie D. Matthews, President '

Maine Council of the Blind

Mrs. Margaret E. Hugle, Progranm Administrator
Maine Senior Service Corps, Div. Qf!LCOﬂOﬂlc Cpportunity

The Statewide SIARE Committee included also: g

. Telephane Pioneers of America

Lt, Col., (USAF Ret.) Donald F. Allison, Exec., Dir.
Maine Assoc, for Retarded Children j

Philip J. Macy, Exec, Dir,
Mld—State United Cerebral Palsy, Inc.

Olive Dcw, Sec.~Trecas.

Mrs. “oblna M. Hedges

Mental Reiardation Planning CODLdlnaLQI, Dept. of :
Mental IMealth and Cm_:ec:tlongi :

Edgar R, Tepe, PD5, President §

Malne Siﬁht Conservation A55651ﬂt;on '

Mr, Elmer L. Mitchell, Director
Department of fducat;on, Vocational R@hab ilitation Dive

Mr, Richard W. Michaud, Subpervisor
Services for Aging, Maine Dept. of Health & WEIfare

Mr., Daniel F. Short, Assistant to the=D1rect@r

Diocesan Bureau of Lu 1an Relations

Mr. Tom Thornton, District Governor
Lions International, Fort Fairfield

Dr. Carl R. Bither, Dlstflut Governor
Lions International, Waldoboro

4699
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Mre Beverly V. Trenholm, Director
Bureau of Guidance, Spe., & Adult Ed., Dept. »f Education

Mr. Donald M, Goughan, President
Cerebral Palsy of Central Aroostook County, Ince.

irs. Ruth P. Nitthell Exec, Sec.
United Cerebral Pilsy of h@rthcastern Maine, Inc.

Norman B, Lccre, Vice President
Madine lerary Association

PP

Mre. E, Joel Bois, Exec. Direcior
Southern Maine Cha apter, The Naticnal Foundation--
March of Dimes
Mary M, Sujl1van, Director
Division of Publl; Health Nur31ng, Depts of Health
& Welfare
Brige N.E. Sampson, Divisjonal Commander
The Salvation Army, Northern New England Division
Dre. Helen C, Pr-vost, Director
Division of Child Health, Dept. of Health & Welfare
The SHARE Campaign "Activity Report' of October 3, 1969,
revealed a highly organized, efficient campaign. Accozxding
to.the report, several meetings were held to prepare. the initial
committee meeting., Brochures explaining the SHARE program and
the services available to the handicapped and containing ap=-
plications were prepared for use by agencies cooperating in
the campaign, ‘Some 20,000 of these brochures were distributed
throughout the state., About 5,000 large- prlni flyers describing

- the Iarge-print book services available to the visually im-

pairealwere printed and distributed to libraries across the
state. Some 5002é3581~type posters were also.displayed;

| Services of the postal system were greatly utlllzed by
the Eampainn Qrganizcrs. Forty~five statewide Drganlzatlcns
fnvolved with the handicapped received letters of invitation at
S6
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the beginning of the campaign. An initial mailing was sent to
; 21l libraries in the state, explaining the SHARE program in de-
‘ The presidents of the 100 or

tail and soliciting cooperation.
so Lions Clubs in Maine, directors of the 100 Senior Citizens
Groups throughout Maine, and the 350 nursing home proprietors
all received an initial mailing which cpnsisted of a letter and
the two-page SHARE outline explaining thé program. These and
many others were only "initial" mailings. They were followed
by many more 1etters;“éapies of meetinz minutes, and Dth@r‘
materials, Those who did not respond to initial mailings and/or
invitations received follow-up communications,

Finally, the news release played an imp@rﬁant part ﬁﬁ

the entire campaisn. News releases wexre sent out after the
initial organizational meeting and at key points throughout the
first campaign year. Feature articles and background materials
were prepared for newspapers, periadicals, and bulletins of all
types. A special story concerning the SHARE progranm was prepared
for the NOXTH COUNIRY LIBRARIES, the library bulletin of Maine-
New Hampshire-Vermont libraries.

@Géperaffén was the key to the success cof SFARE and it
was not lacking Arrangements were even made to have Cctober,

T

1969, prociaimed "SHARE Month" for the state of Maine by the

governor, Kenneth Curtis. O©On September 22, 1969, Governor
Curtis of HMaine issued the ;rotiamatioﬂ {(Fig. 7, Pe 4954 News
releases were prepared for immediate relcase on September 22
explaining the Governor's proclamation as well as the fullASHﬂRE

Campaign.
o7
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STATE OF MAINE
PROCLAMAT ION
BY THE GOVIRNOR

WHEREAS, library service in this nation of high _
democratic ideals should be extended te all persons
regardless of any physical handicap; and

WHERFEAS, the sponsors of the SHARE (So Handicapped

All Read XEasily) Campaign seek the achievement of this
~bjective because it would provide the means of serving
all persons equally and individually without regard to

physical limitations; and

- :‘ ‘ . - - V-'a
WHEREAS, reading,can help the handicapped individual
to enlarge his warld, to gain perspective, to realige
a fuller and richer life; and - '

WHEREAS, the extension of library services to the
physically handicapped will enable them to have the
same reading opportunities granted to all free men and
women;. : '

NOW TIHEREFORE, I Kenneth M. Curtis, Governor of ,
the State of Maine, do hereby proclaim the month of Oc-
tober, 1969, as -

SHARE MONTH

in the State of Maine, and call upon the citizens of this
state to participate in this significant endeavor by
taking an active interest in the development of a pro-
gram to aid the handicapped person in achieving, through
Iibrary resources, the social, educational, cultural -
and’ economic goals to which he is entitled; thus bene-
fiting not only the handicapped but the community itself
as well as society at large.

~  Fig. 7.--SHARE Month Proclamation
(Taken from Maine, SHARE Manual)

And’ thus, the immediate ijectjyes of the SHARE Cam=
paign "year one™ seem to have been achieved indeed. The statewide
committee for running the Prograﬁ had been formed, Effective
participation of Lions Clﬁbs and other local organizations was
indeed achieved. The "Activity Report'" of October 3, 1969, o8

revealed that the publicity materials that had been planned for,

Q _
Eﬂﬁg;ad now been prepared and distributed in sufficient quantities.
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And nov, with the Governor's praciamatiOﬂ great emphasié and
attention was brought to the entire progran, Ifforts at public
AWATYeNness ceria;nly had not Left nuch to chance.

A "SIARE Cbﬂpaiﬁn ﬁesults" and anilvsis was prepared
and sent to the SHARE Cgmmit€EE;thrée months after the first
year of the campaign closed, The results of the campaign, it
was nctedﬁaré difficult to measurc in numbcrs. Many new readers
joined the talking books p:agramrdu:ing.the campaign and many
more réading'éids‘were séli;ited f:oﬁjthe Maine State Librarye.
But, it is difficult to estima%e'haw maﬁ? of these wéuld'have
been added had the SHARE Ca myg en not been conducted, or, in
other words, how many of then can be attiributed directly to the
efforts of SHARE? ARGD'S breakdown of the distrihution of
reading aids dur?nﬂ the aF s ChﬂDal"n in this "SHARE Camnaign
than the taih:nw bschs CéLtilﬂl? did grow even as the number
of talking bcok’subscribers'grew during the “year one" of SHARE,

There is no doubdt that'thé SHARE Campaign has bcen
effective infreééhing Mainé'g_handicapped readers with library
servicess Only timé,rhbgéfe:;fgan measure the degree of that
effectiveness. If'the'égépefafich among state, local, and priu
vate awch1eg 1nd 1nd1V1du{lé serv1nﬁ tbe handlcagﬁed that has

been stinulated” by thls campa;

o con;;nues, the hand;capped
cannot but baneflt fr@mfit;f’Fdr this; SH&RE will have to con=
tinue with 1t5 ccncerted efforfs fcr unltlnﬁ handicapped readers

and 11brary serv1ces in Lalne.j

e
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: SHARE CAMPAIGN RESULTS
CAMPAIGN ANALYSIS

An analysis of the SIARE Campaign done three months after the
campaign closed indicates that the results from a project di-
rected strictly towdrd local outlets tends to be somewhat less
drame.tic, but steadier and of much longer duration,

Conventional publicity through the mass media brings a sudden
flurry of activity that dies out as soon as the publicity fades,
Howewer, working directly with the people at the local level and
invelving them in the project causes a familiarity with the sub-
Ject that is recalled for some period of time. The reople go

on talking about it even though the campaign has passed,

Verification of this is seen in the applications still being
received by the State Library and the Division of Eye Care and
Special Services tr-ee months after the active campaign closed.
The State LiuUrary is now receiving on an averaze of two applica-
tions per day requesting some type of reading aid.

Although it is extremely difficult to break down tlie requests
and apply them strictly to the results of the campaign, it 3is
felt that the bulk of requests received sinee the inception of
the project are traceable to the interest generated during the
campaigne. Alsc of interest is the fact that requests for
Speakers on the SHARE program have developed over a period of
time and tend to increase as time passes, '

A breakdown of the distribution of reading aids follows:

I. Bedspecs ,
Thirteen distributed, ,
2w Magnifying sheets,
' Eight distributed.
3« Around-the-neck Magnifiers,
' Six distributed.
4« Book Butler Reading Stands,.
' Four Distributed.
Je Magnifier View Tables, -
- Forty distributed and 18 more orders were re-
ceived that could not be filled due to lack of
- ' supply, .
6. Touch Turners. :
) Six distributeds
7« Talking Books,
There were 61 new readers of Talking Books during
the period of the campaign, '

"Fig, 8.--SHARE Campaign Results
GO
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Growth of Maine's Library Services ,
For The Iandicapped
- A -second ook at the handicappednreadeis file survey
discussed in the first chapter of this repornt SEEES to peint out é
that even now some of the effects of thé 1967 éurvey of the i
!

physically handicapﬁed potential users of the special library

services in. Maine, and even some of the effects of the SHARE

. Campaignts "year one" efforts, can indeed be measured. - For
the growth charts on thebféllcwing pages, Figures 9 and 10
- and Table 20, the readers presently using the Perkins' faibrary

services were arranged chronologically according to the

date of their participation in the program. The growth curve,

Fig. 9, shows, in a cumulative tabulation, the increase in number

of participants. gives the number

Fig. 10, on the other hand,
of new readers for each year; it is not a cumulitive charte.

Of those readers presently naklna use of the Perkins

library services in Maine, two have been with the program since

19435 one, since 1946; one since 1947; five since 1948; and two
since 1949, With 1950 the growth curve begins to climb some-

what faster..

In 1950, 15 of today's readers were alread? enrolied

in the program; by 1960,

a decade later, 123 of today's readers

were enrolled. éy 1966, the year before the first su;vey of
the gﬁysiéaily handicapped potential readers in Maine, that

figure had jumped to 327. In the ﬁexf three years and three
months an additional 390 recaders were enrolled., 1In other wcrds;

in the first 24 years represented by the growth curve approﬁimatea

ly forty-six per cent of today's reacders were enrclled while in

61 .
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LIBRARY SERVICES' FOR THE HANDICAPPED
IN MAINE

.GROWTH CURVE showing the increase yéarnbyuyear

in the pumber of hapdicapped readers using the
library services from the Perkins School for
the Blind whicihi serves as Maine's '"Regional
Library for the Handicapped".,

Each vertical unit represents ten (10)
readers; every two (2) hcrizgntal units
represent one year of services.

Only those readers who are stil.
participating in the pgogram are =w
represented on the chart. Those 3
who may have begun earlier but ’
have since been withdrawn be-

- -cause of death, etc., are LJT
+dncluded in this growth curve,

The two readers registeved
on the graph as having be-
gun services in 1943, are

TOTLAL
READERS
L800

600

still receiving services 4400
|300
1200
i _ _}QD‘
: = | " — e e =T ~
1045 . 1950 1955 . 1960 1965 1970 YEAR
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EBiqigl‘lo;anYearly Increases in New Readers-Eibrary Services for the

‘wertical unit represents two (2) active readers en-

LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED
IN MAINE

Yearly Increases In New Readers In The Program

The:figures represented on the graph below are not
cumulative, The bar for a specific year represents

only the NEW readexs enrolled in the program of 1i —

brary services during that year, Also, foir a given
year on the chart, only those neaders who were enrolk
led during that year AND ARE NOW STILL ENROLLED have
beer. counted for that given year, Those who have
since been withdrawn from service because of death,
etc., have not been included in this survey. This
is a survey of ACIIVE READERS in the programe.

Each horizontal unit represents a half year; each

¥olled in the program of library services during a
given year.
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TABLE 20¢s-ar0wfh Gf LIbrary Serv1ces for The Uandlcapped In Maine

:% of TOIAL Total Reade1s 'mrot TDZAL )

Year New Readers  Readers Now By End of Year Readers Now
1943 2 3% 2 e 43%
1946 1 1% 3 o 4%
1947 i «1% 4 o 5%
1?148 S 3739 ) 9 1,21?
1949 2 83% 11 1.5%
1950 4 5% a 15 2:0%
195325 9 1 % 24 3 %
1952 5 1 % - 29 a %
1953 11" 2 % 404 : 6 %
1954 7 1 % 47 7 %
1955, 8 1% 55 8 %
19556 -9 1 % 64 : g %
1957 14 2 % 78 11 ¢
1958 15 2 % 93 13 %
1959 14 2 % 107 15 %
1960 16 2 % 123 17 %
1961 . - 23 3 % 146 20 %
1962 .., 24 4 % 170 24 %
1963 © ' 36 5 9 206 29 %
1964 36 5 % 242 34 %
1965 35 5 % 277 39 %
1966 50 7 % 327 46 %
1267 ‘89 12 % 416 _ 58 %
1968 101 14 % 517 72 %
195935 149, 21 % 666 93 %
1970 51 7 % 717 100 % .

_7 ESAfter the 1950 entry all per cents are roundecd to the
nearest whole per cent.

36F1ﬁurés for "1976" oh the chart take in only the
first three months of the Vga:, April 1, 1970, being the cut-off
date, : .
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the last three and one-fourth years the remaining fifty-four
per cent of today's readers began to receive scrvices.

The growth plzture is equally clear on the second
graph, figure 10, For each year the number of NEW readers en-
rolied in the program during that year is represented by the
corresponding bar. For the first twenty-four years of the chart
the average number of new readers per year is not quite fourteen.
For the last three and one-fourth years cf'the char{ (up to
April 1, 1970), the avé:age per year is 120 new readers, a

-significant increase due, without doubt;itcx%he 1967 campaign
and the SHARE program efforts., In 1966, the year before the
.first physically handicagped reader'sﬁrveﬁ %he#e were fifty
new handicapped readers added f@ the program, Eighty-nine
new ones were added in 1967, and 1968 brought in another 101.
The 1969 bar on the graph leaves little doubt as to the ef fec~
tiveness of the SHARE Campaign; 149 new readers began re-
ceiving services through the Perkins library during that year
alone. In the first quarter of 1970 the increases showed no.
signs of letting up; by April 1, 1970, fifty-one more readers
had already been added, bringing Maine's total handicapped- -
reader population using Iiﬁrary services from the regional 1i-
‘brary up to 717. ; é - -

Though the number 7i7 is far from the total figure of
eligible handicapped readers in Maine, the growth curve and
new-reader bar graph certainly do show encgu:agiﬂg signs that
the gap between the two figures, 717 and the total number
of eligibles, is fast narrowing, almost daily. -As ARCO
reported in its "SHARE Campaign Results™, "Verification of

6o
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thzs (the effects of SHARE) is scen in the appllciiicns still
being received by the State Libxary and the Qixision of Eye Care
and Special Services threc months after the active campaign
closed. The State Lzbr ry is now receiving on an average of

two applications per diy requesting some type of reading aid. n27

There are many handicapped persons in Maine and many of
them do need special library services if t™e joys and bencfits
of reading are to be theirs. The difficuxties in making available
services lnowmand accessible to these handicapped readers are
almost insurmountable at tlmes—ﬁdlatanc;s, age, 1anﬁuage barriers,
etc, But, it is most encouraging to note from the studies pre-
sented in this section of Chaptér 2 that Maine workers for the
handicapped are uniting to overcome even the most insurmountable
of these obstacles,

The “state of the art" as far as numbéré of handicapped
readers are concerned is. much more encguraging when it is seen
as a "motion picture,'" progressing much more rapidly now than
ever before. The "still picture":of the presently enrolled
placed.against that of the total nuwmber of eligibles could be
rather dlSCDﬂfaELHQ without a backward glance revealing that the
picture #s really a moving picture -~ of a fast progr82%1nr ex-
pansion of Maine's library services for the handicappede. .

Thi's study of Maine's handicapped readers, actual and

potential, reveals that there is definitely a need for a special

library services program in the states The next section of the

27Fig‘ 8e==, Pe 51, "Share Campaign Results.™ ARQO, Inc.
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report, PART II - MAINE'S LIBRARY SERVICES FCR MANDICAPPED

READERS, will examine the ageuncies in Maine that are respon-
sible for providing special library services for handicapped

readers and wilil also Jdiscuss ihe services themselves,
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PART 1IX
MAINE'S LIBRARY SERVICES

FOX HANDICAPPED READERS
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CHAPTER 3
MAINE'S REGIONAL LIBRARY FOR THI
BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

. "I'he needs which reading can satisfy for
the sighted reader are every bit as real for the
blind and visually handicapped (and physically
handicapped). Blind rcaders, the majority of whom
iive in normal community settings, require library
service in a multitude of ways~-as children be-
coming acquainted with a child's world; as studenis
in school; as persons learning a trade er profession
in order to make a living; as citizens and voters
who need to be informed; as children and adults
who need factual information in connection with
an infinite variety of subjects; as children and
adults who have leisure time to fill; and finally,
but By no means least, as pcople with normal am-
bitions, fears, and concerns who need the guidance,
the stimulation and the satisfaction that reading
can bring,'"2® -

As citizens of the United States, Maine's handicapped
readers are included in the national program of library services

for the handicapped with the Library of Congress, Division for

by the Pratt-Smoot Act in 1931 to establish the national pro-

gram and to select certain libraries across the zZountry t¢

-

participate in the efforts to bring library services to all of
the nation®s handicapped readers, the Library of Congress es-
tablished a system of *Regional Libraries for the Blind."™ With

the advent of Public Laws 89~511 and 89~522 the physically

28y oestler, Prances A., ed. The COMSTAC Report: Standards
for Strengthened Services. (New York: National Accreditation

Touncil Tor Agencics Serving .the Blind and Visually Handicapped,

1066), p. 195, ' '
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handicapped in general who could not read or handle conventional-
1y printed materials were made the object of the prégram,gg

The numbesr of ”iegional libraries for the hasdicapped” has vapid-
ly increased over the past four decades and today there are about
forty-five of them coverning ali areas of the United States geo=-
graphically..

Maine bhandicapped readers are served through the regional
library at the Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown,
Massachusetts. The Library at Watertowm serves the 300 or so
blind students enrolled at the school, and aé "regional library"
it serves handicapped readers in Massachusetts and Mainc,
Financially, Maine "purchases" its services for handicapped
readers frowm Perkins. The staté of Maine pays the school for
the tlind sixteen dollars (516.00) for each Maine reader and/
or institution served by the librarxy as part of the national
prﬂgram of Iibrary services for the handicapped.

EAII staff members of the Library at Perkins arxe employees
of the Perkins School for the Blind, and not of the states served
by the regional library. A éinglé staff of ten full-time per-
sonnel sﬁppiemgnted by part—time heip serves all of the readers
using Perkins™ library services, The head librarian has a
pi@fessional degree in librarianship. Members of the staff'-
*ﬁarking as Assistant Librariaﬂ, Braille Librarién, Research Li-
brarian, and Elementary School Librarian respectively, help

carry out the library programs.

g?thcraft, Books for the Blinde.., P 1.
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once a week, twice a month, etc. If the reader prefers, however,

‘regional Iibrary for their local patf@nsa

Libraz? services provided for hanﬁicapped readers
incilude the talking books of the Library of Congress, braille
b@cks,':ecorded books on tape, and bibliographic services. Talk-~
ing books selected by the book<selection staff of the Division
for the Blind and Physically Handi;apged in Washington and re~
corded by professional act@ré and actresses on ten-inch discs
at 16 2/3 rpm, giving about thirty to forty-five minutes of
playing time on each side, are available to all HMaine readers
through “the library at Perkins. Readers receive their own copies

of Talking Bool Topics bimonthly. Each issue lists and annotates

new talking books and provides ordering forms. ZFach issue con-
tains its own sound sheet which can be played ét 8 1/3 rpm on
the talking book machine, thereby enabling those who cannot read
conventional priﬂt‘to benefit from the periodical anywaye EV?S?
two years these bimonthly publications are cumulated into caté:”
logs. ZEach reader receives a personal copy of thé catalog with
a series of orderin: sheets. |

Readers are askéd-tc prepare lists of about forty titles
that they would Iike to read and send the list on tc the re-'
gional library. If they wish "automatic service' some of these

books from the 1ist will be sent to them periodically, i.ca.,

he may receive books only upon his request. An "“information form"
indicating which types of services, (automatic, etc.; ialking book
bréille, etc,; subject interésfs} etc.) he will use is kept on
file at the Perkins library for each reader being served. similar

forms are kept for institutions receiving services from the

e T
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REGIONAL LIBRARY, PERKINS SCHOOL FOR THE RLIND
WATERTOWN, MASS. 02172

Name: . Spouse's first name:_

Address:___

— * T(Cityy | (State) (Zipy

Date c¢f Birth:__ _ _____Phone: e R

Cccupation: e _

Students e ~ Grade Completed:

Retired: . ___Special Interests: e

I read Talking Books: ___ Braille _ _Tapes___ Targe Print____

T want (number)  talking books each 3 weeks mailed automatical-

ly. I prefer _request service and will scnd,a'pqstcard or
letter whenever 1 want a book, ' S

Check one: I will  or will not_ accept substitutes if
the books on my list are not available.

I willi = or will not__ accépt‘CGnthVEISial
materiale. '

If you read tapes please answer the following: (You must own
your own tape rccorder).
Reel Size: , . Tracks:________

-~ Speeds of your tapc recorder:

Channelsz: o ;Gassette;,
I like:

Historical Novels ~ Popular Novels , Viar Stories

~ Romance “Travel : ~ Social problems

l.
|

—Adventure Science ~ Bible (Catholic)

~ Westerns ~  (Classics — Bible (Protestant)

~ Science fiction "~ History ~  Nature & Animals

__, _Humor - ' ___Politics __ Current events

___Mysteries ____Biography ‘ ~_Plays '
Family Stories ___Children's Books Poetry

—Sports — Other ‘languages ____FEssays

|
|

|
|

|

Fige ll.-~Library Information Form féfiiﬁdiﬁiduéi Readers From
The Regional Library at Perkins School for the Blind
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Large print books will be supplied through the public libraries
in Massachusetts and Maine. You may 111tc or call your local
librarian if you wish to read large print books, Many librarians
will deliver books to you if you are unable to come to your
local library. Music recordings are sometimes available at
large public libraries,

If you read large print, may we send your name to your local

librarian?

Fig. 11--Continued

PERKINS SCHCCL FOR THE BLIND

REGIONAL LIBRARY,

WA1..RTOWN,

MASS. 02172

Pleasg,filqugt';nd return

Name of Ajency:.

Address: |

o Phone :'
liitf)

{Zip) - —

“(State)

Name and title of person in charge of ordering talking books:

Number of persons expected to use this service:

Blind:
o ' Physically Handicapped:
Spec1al Ianguage needs:_ | _ _
We Want Talking books:__ Braille:____Tapes___ __

Ship (number),

. talking

books each 3 weeks automatically.

Check cnes VWe will or will
| " books on cur lists are

not
not avaalable,

accept substitutes if the

We will

-or will

not__

accept controversial
material, .

Fig;712.m—Librar?1Informa%iéh Forn for Local Institutions
Using Perkins Library Services for Patrons
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If you use tape, please answer the following: (You nust own your
own tape recorder or player).
Speeds of your tape recorder: )
Tracks: Channels:_

“Cassette:

¥We want:

Historical novels - Popular novels War stories

~ Romance ~ Science ~ Social problems
Adventure —_ Travel —__Bible (Catholic)
Western 7 ____Qassies —__Bibie (Portestant)
___Science Fiction __Politics ___Nature & Animals
Humor ~ Religion - Current Events
. Mysteries Biography - Plays
“Family Stories ~ Children's books ___ Poetry
____Sports ~ Essays ~_Other Languages

Marazines wanted:

___American lleritage - Holiday
Atlantic & Warper's ___ Jack & Jill
___Braille Technical Look
) Press ~ Music Journal
___Changiny Times ~ Natural liistory
~ Choice Magazine ~_ Newsweek ‘
~  Listening ~___Ranger Rick's Nature
Dialogue " Readex's Digest

i

~ Ibony — Selectionms del Reader's
“Eilery Queen Mystery = Digest
~___Farm Journal ___Sports ITllustrated
~Good Housekeeping __True

Harvest Yecars

|

Large print books will be supplied through the public libraries
in Maine and Massachusetts. You may write or call your local
l1ibrarian if you wish to read large print books. The librarian
can obtain a list of large print titles from the state library.
Music recordings are sometimes available at large publiic
libraries. :

——— g B e e L
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Careful statistics concerning the "activity" of readers
are also kept by the librarian at Perkins and periodic reports
of this activity are sent in to the state commissions charged

with implementation of the library services for the handicaﬁped
in their respective states, |

Braille readers served by Perkins library are treated in
like manner. Once the library has been informed of the new
reade:,,the.infcrmaticn form is sent to him along with catalogs
“of -available books and procedural instructions. Under a Title
IV, Library Services and‘Cbnstfuctian Act, Gfant these'procedural
‘instructions were recorded on a small disc that can be played
Ean a talking book machine. The braille reader, like the talking
book reader, can receive "automatic service' or service by re-

quest only. Records of his activity are also kept on file.

Bimonthly each reader receives his own copy of Braijlle Book Review
Iisting newly available titles for readers.
Ttie' taped book is fast developing as a service for handi-

capped readers. Real—te-réel tapes, recorded at 3 3/4 inches
per second are available from Perkins for handicapped readeié.
Recently the.cassetteu book has.been introduced and is now making
ﬁas? lieadway into the program. A catalog of some 160 titles
an ?assetfes is now available for participants in the national
program of library services for the handicaéped..

| The cassette book has shown its special ease of adaptability
to local needé in Maine where mény readers do not have Inglish
as their mcthez t9n§ué: Fa: %hése who speak French a cassette

experiment is now underway. Cassette recorders have been pur-

7S
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chased for these readers and the French cassettc books are now

in the process of beine recorded, The first series of French
D 8

titles available on casscttes for Maine recaders will include:

Le Fou De L'Ile, by Norman ngix

La Foret Perdue, by M. Genevoix

1a Princesse de CLgves, by Madame de la Fayette

LtAvalée Des Avalés, by R€jean Ducharme

John F. Kennedy, Président, by Hugh Sidey

La Brousse esit Ma_ Patrie, by Joy Adamson

Sur Toutes les Scénes du Monde (Mon Pere Avait Raison)

Un Petit Air Innocent, by William Marley

Le Lion, by Joseph Kessel .
The French cassette program can certainly be a step in the
direction of reaching those who have up to now stayed away from
the library ser¥ices for the handicapped program because of the
languare barrier.

In addition to the regular services, provided by a
regional library as described in the foregoing pages of this
chapter, the librarian at Perkins School for the Biind has
developed a few special services for the regional patrons of
the library. Twice a year a newsletter is sent to all readers,
giving new and information concerning the Perkins library secr=-
vices. Inforuation conceirning new services, procedures, etcC.,
is also givén in these newsletters, In addition, each reader
receives along with his newsletters several self-addressed,
colored envelopes for use in corresponding with his regional

1ibrary. The envelapeé fill two needs. First of all, they

eliminate the handicapped person's need for addressing the

envelopes himself; a person unable to read conventionally might -

very well find conventional writing still more difficulte.

Secondly, the colored envelopes facilitate mail receiving and
Y! P o
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sorting at the Perkins School for the Blinde. Since the institu-
tion is a mammoutli set-up much mail comes and goes, Color coding
of the library's en?élopes insures that the handicapped person's
¥carrespondénce will reach the library directly and will not be
lost in some other department of the school for some time before
it actually recaches its 1ni¢nded des;znatlanq This helps in
speeding up the.rélations beiween weader and 1ibririan_
Anothers"specialﬁ service provided by'PerEins seems in- '
significant at firsf glance but from the readers? ?Qint'of fiew
it is a valuable one. Talking books are‘labeled with a three
by five card label bearing the readerx's addréss on one side and
the regicnalklibrary‘s address on th. reverse, - The card
 merely slides into a slot on the face of the talking book con-
tainer. Thus, when gireader has completed a book, he merely
reverses the labél and drops the carton in the nearest mail box.
Because the labels are usually cut to fit exactly into the
label slot some readers experience difficulty in pulling the
label out so that it'can be reversed., To solve this problem,
the regional 11brarlan at Perklns has had her labels cut to ex-
tend about a quarter af an inch from the addrcss slot axtar it
“has been pushed in as far as it will gQ, - The reader now has

something to grasp when removing the label, A small service,

Cit feally'ist but one fhﬁt means a great deal to the reader who
used to get frustrated wﬁen frving;to revérse a 1abelvfor-re—
turning his Book. | |

Biinbﬁrapﬁic serviees profided far readers by the
Perkins Iibrary staff are alsc numerous and helpful Besides

the stock. of tﬂlhlﬂ” books and brallle materials provided to

’ i




the regicnal libraries by the Library of Congress, Division

T

for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the regional library
at Pezkins also purchases nuch commexciélly produced materials
for its patrons. DBibliographies of these materials are Contihual—
|

1y updated and printed din conventional 2s well as large-type
editions for :eader.and‘staff use. ' In addition, nunmerous
subjécf area bibliographies are produced. Bibiicgraghies of
talking book and bfaillelb@oks on home cconomics, careers,
American politics, government,; conscrvation and ecology, the
Negro in America, and American historicél fiction are but a few
of the lists currently available at theireEional library in
Watertown, Massachusetts, Additional réading lists "for
high school students'" and the like, are also prepaied and made
available to interested readers or staff members., Finally, a
Iist of "Annual Accessions of Books and Pamph;efs" is published
by the regional library. |

Statistical services concerning Maine readers in con-
junction with the regional library are of various types. Daily
circulation statistics are kept for the;blind and the handiCQPQEd.
readers in Maine. The circulation statistics show the number of
talking books, the number of talking maéazines, the number of
tape books, tape magazinés, and braillejbccks and braille maga-
zines used by Maine readers daily. In addition each category
mentioned above is further subdivided according to "adult' and
"juvenile" readers, the word "adult" referring to services o
those readers over the agé»of thirteen,é Eaéh month additional
statistics are recorded for Maine blindgandfhandicapped readers.

: i
) .. : L ,
“pihe YReader Activity Report!" is compiled monthly.,.
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READER ACTIVITY

Blind .
Handicapped : ;
State:
Adult Juvenile
‘ (Age 13
) _ ‘ ™ and
‘TOTAL NUMBER OF READERS AS OF LAST MONTH under)
+ - Talking book
Braille : —_
Tape ) : : 7'

'NEW READER3

Talking book

Braille

Tape

'READERS RETURNED

Talking book _
Braille ' - R

Tape

' MACHINES REMOVED

Talking book -

‘Braille

_Tape j - -

DECEASED

Talking book

Braille , "'
Tape : .

TOTAL NUMBER OF READERS AS OF THIS MONTH

Talking book

‘Braille _ -
Tape ‘ -

Figs 14.~-Reader Activity Report, Perkins Regional Library
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Any gahdiﬁapped person in Maine is eligible to re-
ceive services from the regional library at the Perkins School
for the Blind if he cannot recad or handle ccnventignaliy_A
printed materials because oif his impairment. Prospéﬁtive
readers in Maine make application for services to the Division

of Eye Care and Special Services, Department of Health and

'ngfare, Augusta, Maine., After their applications have been

approved the readers! names are sent on to the librarian at
Perkins, Those who will use talking book services receivé the
machines free of charge from the Divisioﬁ and a sémple of
talking books and catalogs from Perkins. From this point on
tﬁey can deal directly with their regionzl librarian. -
Many readers find it diffdcult to believe that "all they
have to do" is fill in the application form and have it certi-
fied by competent authority (librarian, teacher, doctor, nurse,
ministe:, etc.). There is very little '"red tape' involved in
enrolling in the services. The application (Fig. 15, page
73) is the reader's ticket to participation in the national

program of 1ibrar§ services for the liandicapped. And, it is

“through his regional library at the Perkins School for the

Blind in Watertown, Massachusetts, tliat the Maine reader ac-

'tgally does participate in that national program, - -
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,.;;5,:g{pp;§cai;o; Fornm for Library Se:vices”for the Yandicapped

™

& B . T STATE OF FERE

DEPARTMENT OF MEALTH AND \/ELFARE
AUSUSTA, MAIRE ©4230

DEAN FISHMER, M. D,
COMAIETIONDA

- aoplicant's name

address

birthdate

The above person has requested the loan of a Talking Book Machine which we can supply
to eligible individuals. The Talking Book Mschine is an adaptation of a portable
phonograph which plays non-musical recordings supplied through the Library of Congress.
It is available to any person who, because of a physical handicap, 1is unable to use
conventional reading material,

The Law requires a "competent authority" to certify that the applicant is unable to
read conventional materials. A ''competent authority" cen be physicians, optometrists,
nurses, social workers, rehabilitation counselors, librarians, or any professional
staff of a public or private agency or institution, ’

Would you please complete the form below and return it to the Division of Eye Care
and Special Services, State House, Augusta, Maine 04330,

This is to certify that fhe above person is physically unable to use conventional
printed material.

Specify Ehxgiggiicgpéitipn,(Exampla::Stroke, Polio, Glaucoma, ete.)

t

Describe how condition prevents reading:

Visual acuity (if available) !

corrected vision G.D. L 0.5.
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CHAPTER 4

MAINE?S TALKING BOOK MACHINE
DISTRIBUTING AGENCY !

"The Division of Eye Care and Spccial Services
is the state agency in Maine designated by the L;bfﬁry
of Congress for the distribution of Ta 1k11" Book
machines, Both the machines and recorders are loaned
without charge to any individual unable to read
conventional print because of a physical handicape.

When a machine needs repair or replicement
or wlien a person experiences difficulty in obtaing
recordings the rcader w1ll notify this state apgency.
We will arrange for repair or replacement of ma-
chine free of charge,

The Division of Eye Care and Special Ser-
vices is resp0n51blc for obtaining braille, large
print, tapes, tape recorders and records that may
be ESSn8L¢nl to an education or rehabilitation
) plan n§

Since Laine has no "regional library" of its own, Maine
readers are scrved through the library at the Perkins School
for the Blind,. discussed in Chapter 3. All Maine readcrs,

hovrever, receiving services from Perkins nust first apply to

" the Division of Eye Care and 3pecial Services of the Depart-

ment of Health and Welfare in Augusta.
Eligibility for 'services, discussed in Chapter 1,

is determined at the Diviision of Bye Care. A statement of

BOMainp Dept. Qf Health & Nelfare, Div. of Eye Care,
Policy and EIOCEGUI11 Manual, "Library Service +to the Visually

.and Physically Handicapped,' p.l
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certification of an individual rcader's inability to use con-
ventionally printed bcaks must be submitted in writing by com-
petent authority (optoﬁeirlst physician, nurse, professional

staff member of a hosplial rehabilitation center, institution,

health ox welfare agency, or 11blar11n31) and the Division

of Eye Care and Specznl Services reserves the right to have

‘such a certlf cation reviewed by medlcal optometric counsul-
tant before allowing participation in 1he program.32 The
applicant's Cértificatiﬁn statement must contain his full nanme
and address, a dESCri@fiCﬂAOf the condition prévehting him from
u31HF'CGnVCEL16n 21 printed materials, and his visual acuiiy

if low vision is his chief reason for requesting special ser-
vices,33 | B

Any person living in Maine may receive speciél library
services through "Maine channels" once his ellggb1ljty has
been cleared. There‘aré no other "residence' requirenents,
When a reader already enréiled in +tho services movesita @éine
he can begin to receive services again as soon as his fc%me:
regional 1ibrary forwards notification of his moving to his
new regional lib;aryg‘.When a Maine reader moves to another

state he nust notify the Division of Lye Care and Special

Services so that this agency can in turn notify the state

agency or library where He is moving. Thus reading services
’ g

need not be ;nterrupted or StOﬁpEd bccause of moving, etc.

The exact appllcatlon procedures are spelled out

31Ma1ne, Dept. of Health & Welfare, Div. of Eye Care,

) POllCY and Procedural Manual, "Library Services to the Visually Z
' and Physically ilandicapped, T p.2. : ’ :
321hid, o *
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!
clearly in the Division of Eye Care's procedural manual quoted

"Any request for gervice by a prospective reader
or by a person on his behglf will constitute an appli-
«cation for a Talking Doolk kachine, When the request
is m.de by an individual or agency in behalf of a prose
pective reader, initial c rrespondence will be directed
to the referring party unless otherwise réquﬁsiéd.

When +he prosnective reader initiates the requcest
correspondence will be directed to him. On receipt
af a request for service this agency will:

seviouslys ; %

1. Forward to the applicant or referring party:
a. A letter briefly explaining the Talking Book
Machine service and explaining steps- to be
_ taken -40. gbtain a machine .
3 b. A.ecifificaticn~statenent to be completed
’by a competent authcf1uy and returned to
this agency, ,

2. When the certification statement is receéived .in this
office it will be reviewed for eligibility, and
? a. If the applicant is cligible he will be no-
tified by a letter that he is eligible and a
machine will be mailed to him,
be If he is not eligible he will be notified
by letier explaining the reason he is not

ellwlble.
Ce Ell“lblé readers will be régistered with the

ilbrary that will d;%tr;DuLe the records

to the reader.
de A machinc will be mailed to thc cligible

applicant.,

e, The reader will be advised concerning care,
repair, and return of_tihe machine that is.
being loaned to him."

The Division of Eye Care and Special Scrvices keeps
up-to-date reader files containing entries for all currently
enrolled iIn the program of library services for the handicapped.
Statistics for the readers file survey discussed in part one
of this report were computed from an analysis of this file

by the author, At the beginning of April, 1970, 717 applica-

tions that had been cleared with the Division and were now

34Naine, Departﬁent of Health & VWelfare, Div. of Eye
Care, Policy & Procedural Manuai, "Library SeIV1ces...’, Ps 32-3.
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in the active reader file.

iy

Besides the talking books program of the Library of
Mongress the Division of Eye Care and Special Services is also
résp@nsible for pzocurin? needed textbooks under var’ous forms
for handicapped students in the state.

: "Reqquta for textbooks on tape or in braille
are referred to the Central Office of the Division of
Eye Care for clearance as to their availability else-
where in the state or at the American Frinting House
when not available’from commercial sources. Aif it is
not available through these resources then requests
for taping arc sent to the Dovmcast Recording Library
for the Blind (Portland, Lalﬂé), and braille books
are hand transcribed by voluntcers... One staff rerbex
of the Division working in Augusta las been assigned
to clearing the lists subw%;téd by the educational
. counsclors, tutors, etc. ‘

The basic philosophy underlying the Division's services

to the v¢sually and physically handicapped is that these handi-

cappea persons nust be bnabled to take their place in normal

society, as contributing members of that society. '"The purposec

of educational services to the visually 1ﬂpﬂ1rod is to
train the child to take his plac; in soc:ety as a con-
tributing member. The blind and visually inpaired child,
like the sighted, should have the opportunity to develop
into an ablé and active citizen, with a home, a family
and the ability to earn an adequate living. 7Through=
out his life he will move in a sighted environment

with the nccessity of competing on an equal basis with
sighted individuals. Lhe:eLQrc whercver poss;ble,

the educational nceds of the v1aua11y impaired child
should be met in his own community. Living in his own
home and attendin- regular school classes will reduce
thie chances of 15013L1cn and dependencye. Group=part1-
cipation with his visually n@niﬂpﬂlred classmates in
community and school activities is a most valuable part
af any visually impaired child's experiences, offering
him the best preparation for his égture role as a valu-
able citizen in a sighted world.,"

%: rzi;ne ican Foundation for the Blind. UP%Daflnf of Program
Review: Division of Eye Care and Speciﬁl Services, Lepartirent
of Health nd telfare, Aucusta, lMaine, ﬁay,6;111;1968. (Hew York:
n A.F,B., 1968), pir:«?,.o. . 86
ERIC - o 36paine, Dept. of Hea.'r'wél., Div, of Eye Care,
B Policy & Procedural Manual, "Lducatloh, P. 1. )
) 77 — o e
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An evaluation of the services provided by the Division

of Eye Care and 3pecial Sexrvices was updated in 1968 and states,

"About 90 per cent of the visualiy—impaifed children are in

their own community schools. This is an excellent percentage.”g?
Any special services in materials, tutoring, travel, ~%cC.,

that the impaired child may need to compete in the sighted wosild

are provided for him by the Division of Eye Care., Resource

roons (to be discussed in Chapter 6) are being created in

schools in the state, «iving the handicapped the special ser~

vices which they need (learning braille, typing, etc.).

There are no resident schools for the blind or visually
impaired in Maine, When it is possible ihey a£e enroiiéd in
the local schools, If residential carce is needed the 5ervicé§»£
of the Perkins Schpéi for the DBlind in Watertown, Massachusetts,
or of other out-of-state resident schools for the handicapped,
are purchased byfthe Division of Eye Carc for the individual
concerned.

- Financially, it must be remembered that tie Division, of
Eye Care and :Special Services is part of the Departmeﬁt of
Health and'wélfare in Maine. A budget, prepared in cooperation

with the Director of the Bureau of Rehabilitation, is then

reviewed and becomes part of thé Department's budget. Payment

for library services from Perkins is on a_céoperative agreement
betwecen the Division of Eye Care and the Maine State Library.
A total of sixteen dollars ($16.00) per handicapped person or

agency receiving services is paid to the Perkins School for

37pmerican Foundation for the Blind, Up=Datins of Program
Revieweess Peo 6 | 8'7
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the Blind to help céver the co$ts of staff anda sbace and facili-
ties needed to provide those services. |

And so, a handicapped person in Maine wishing to read
makes his application with the Division of Eye Care and Special
Services in Augusta, is cleaxed for éligibility, receives his
machine, and then participates in the national program of

.. . . o, . A .
library services for the handicapped through Maine's regional

Jibrary at the Perkins School for the Blind in Watérfown,
‘Massachusctts, Many individuals in Maine, however, are handi-
'capped to a lesser degree and, while no&:needing reading under
another form~-~brailie, talking books, etc.--, they could use
other "special library services' that would enable them to

read more and enjoy their reading more. When such readers

‘apply for "special library scrvices" they are aided by the

ne State Library which is responsible for library services

' to the'physicaliy handicapped in Maine,
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CHAPTER 5
THE MAINE STATE LIBRARY AND
MAINE'S HANDICAPPED READERS

The Division of Eye Care and Special Services of the
Department of Health and Welfare in Maine is responsible for
the talking-book and braille prosram of. services which Maine
handicapped readers rececive ﬁhrough the regional librarye.

Other reading aids and library services for Mainet's handicapped
readers are administered by the lMaine Stafe Library in close
cooperation with the Division of Eye Care and in céoperaticn
ﬁith Maine's publié libraries and‘cthef agencies servin- thé
handicapped throughout the state. With the introduction of the

physically handicapped in the program of library services for

" the handicaéped in 1965; the State Library's role in the Maine

. progran of services is becoming more and more important,.

A prcfessicgal'librarian has been added to the staff at the
State Lib}ary to serve as Consultant for Library Services for
the Visually and Physically llandicapped, Title IV, Library
Services and Cénsﬁfuction Act, The 3tate Library staff;h;si

worked very CIdsély with the Diviéion of Eye Care and Special

Services and other?agencies in both the 1967 preliminary survey

of the physically handicapped potential users of the library

services program and also in the SHARE Campaign of this past

89
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The Maine State Library secrves as a central depository

e

for reading aids other than the talking book machines and braille
naterials, .Thzcugh the public libraries in local conmunities

and other agencies serving the handicapped locally, reading aids
such as bedspecs, pagce turnérs, reading stands, and 211 types

of magnifiers are circulatcd from the State Library to the handi-
capped readers in need of {hem; Cooperation of local libraries
in the program of 1ibrary services fox local handicapped readers
is growing and has been greatly stinulated by the SHARE-Camn

pairn of 1969. Flycrs prepared durdng the SHARE Campaign

(Figures 16 through 2., pages 82 thrvough 90 respeciively)
described all of the available sreading aids from the Division
of Eye Care and tie Maine State Library and were distributed
to all of the cooperatinsz public libraries in order to acquaint
librarians and their patrons with the available aids.

In its updating of the evaluation of services in 1968,
the American Foundation for the Blind reported:

"The State Librarian has canvassed evexy pub=
Iic XYibrary in the state as to their interest in having
a demonsiration or display of Talkinz Book machines;
and offered financial support for each to have a sclec~
tion of large print books, magnifiers, etc, It is dis-
couraginsg to learn that only six local libraries sought
to avail themselves of this service for their readers.
Perhaps another alternative would be to place literature
about the Library of Congress and the Division of Eye '
Care prograns at a readily available space in each_of
the .ocal libraries, such as on bulletin boards,”~©

A brief survey of the State Library's circulation file for

special aids for the handicapped since the SFHARE Campaign seens

=
i

i

7 3Bpmerican Foundatiém For The Blind, Up=Dating o
. Program 2eviele.asy DPe 1920,
QO - - , _
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Fige 16.-- TALKING BOOK MACHINE

Bl

Item: Talking Book Machine
Size: 15% x 14% inches, 92 inches deep

Availability: Division of Eye Care and Special Services of the Department of Health and
Welfare, Augusta, Maine 04330 '

Use:

A lightweight, portable record player designed especially for operation by blind persons.
The machine has three speeds: 33 1/3, 16 2/3, and 8 1/3 rpm. The tone arm contains a '
reversable needle designed for long-playing records and is easily replaced. The machine can
be played anywhere in the home, is simple to operate and can be modified to meet the
needs of the handicapped. Earphones are available as an added convenience. The Talking
Books are record discs with about 45 minutes playing time on each side. There may be
several records to a complete book. A wide variety of recorded magazines are also available.
O:.ce a reader is enrolled in the program he receives tasic cataloges and bi-monthly maga-
zine supplements to choose individual Talking Books. Selections are made for all age
levels including children’s stories, student reading needs, young adult and adult books,

91

The machines are available on loan free of charge and can be used for as long as

needed. Machines and records are supplied by the Division of Eye Care.
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Big. 173--PA,GE TURNER (LAKELAND ELECTRICAL TYPE)

Item: Page Turner (Lakeland electrical type)

Size: 15 x 23% inchesr

Avajlability:  Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330
Use:

This page turner is designed to take over the function of turning the pages of books
and magazines for those whose arms, hands and fingers are incapacitated. This device is
operated by a feather-light, momentary touch of the electric switch, requiring less than
1/8 inch of movement by any part of the body even just the flexing of a muscle. An arm
with silicone plastic on the end presses on the page and turns it by pulling it to the left.
A wire operates to keep the left page held flat. The turner can be placed on any overbed
table, work table, or wheel chair table. An adjustable base ftilts the book or magazine to
any vertical position. Weighs 11 pounds. 92
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Fig. 18.-- PAGE TURNER (CORDLESS TYPE)

Item: - Page Turner (Cordless type)

Size: 15 inches square and 4 inches deep. (23 inches long with side panels extended
for large magazines) : -

Availability: Maine Statc.Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use: L
- 33
Enables those who are unable to hold a book or turn pages to do so with the aid of the

machine. A slight touch on the sensitive switch actuates a motor which causes a silicon
plastic to engage the top page, and lifts it. A second motor revolves an arm which turns a
page and holds it in position until the reader is ready for another page. Accomodates all
magazines, paper-bound books and hard covered books up to 1% inches thick. The cord-
less model uses a 12 volt battery, and can be used anywhere without the bother of cords

or the availability of an outlet. Can be used in bed, in a wheelchair, or outdoors. Light,
portable, and easy to operaie. Removable bracket allows reading positions of flat, thirty

-wy * 3 . o~y 7 . “,q1 .
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Pig. 19.-~PAGE TURNER (TURN-A-PAGE, ELECTRIC)

- e . — . . .

Item: Page Turner (Turn-a-page, electric)
Size: 24 x 20 inches
Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

This device meets the page turning needs for those who are immobile-as well as those
of the more seriously involved spastic. A very slight touch of one of the two switches is
sufficient activation to complete the cycle of turning one page in whichever direction is
desired. The switch mechanism is so sensitive that when properly placed near the user
the puff of his cheek is sufficient movement to operate the machine.

The two arms that hold the book or magazine in place automatically adjust the
machine to pick up at the correct point for any page. An arm, rotating in a complete
circle, drops into a page, turns it by pushing it. Pages are kept flat by a wire circle
operating in conjunction with the rotating arm. It operates on any electrical outlet.
The machine is slightly inclined for easy reading.

a5
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Pig, 20,-~ BEDSFECS

Item: Bedspecs

+

Availability:  Maifie State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

Prism type glasses which provide right-angle reading; a patient lying flat on his back or
resting in a reclining position can read a book or magazine propped on the chest or abdo-
men. Optically correct, the glasses require no professional fitting and may be worn with
or without regular glasses. They are, however, difficult to use over bifocals. Even with this
limitation prism glasses are a useful and popular piece of equipment since they provide a
clear, slightly magnified image, and may be useful, as well, in mitigating some undesirable

- effects of reading or viewing while lying flatS' 5
' ' 86
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Fig. 21.==-EASY-READ ALL PURPOSE READING STAND

| Item: Easy-Read All Purpase Reading Stand

Size: Top is 11% x 20 inches

Availability:  Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330
(‘ ' i Use: .

; A lightweight stand for reading or writing in bed or in an easy chair. The top tilts and
i stays at any angle witiiout mechanical adjustment. It raises to a height of 17 inches and
E MC holds magazines or the heaviest books. Folds flat for carrying.

896
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Figre 22/ ==BOOK BUTLER READING STAND

Item: Book Butler Reading Stand

Size: Adjusts to different sizeé
Availability:  Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

A sturdy light weight aluminum frame with steel book holder adjustable to six different
positions. It will hold a book duectly overhead, enabling the patient to read while lying on
his back. Handicapped or 1rnrnc:bﬂ;zed patients may turn pages easily with mouth stick or
n " "@ -tipped pencil.’ A simple clamping attachment allows reading with the patient lying

ol [Cnde Pages may be turned Wlth one hand even with the book directly nverhead.
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Pig. 23.~- GORE READING STAND

Item: Gore Reading Stand

Size: Extensién from6 1/2to 12 inches

Availability: - Maine Staté Library, Augusta,.ll\gaine 04330 |
Use: |

A table model, fourjointed with one arm permissable for extension from 6% to 12
inches. It is provided with a C - clamp for attaching to a table or desk. A music-stand
type of book holder. ' 98
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Fige 24.== MAGNIFIER VIEW TABLE
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Item: Magnifier View Table

Size: 12 x 17 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

The magnifier is an optical device which magnifies the fine print of ordinary materials
to a large print size. It must be used on a table or desk. The device comes assembled
except that the lens must be inserted and a stretch spring must be hooked into a notch.

It can be used to read letters, or any personal correspondence, book, magazine,
and pamphlet. The device can easily be adjusted to several positions for individual viewing
preferences. Light sources are built into the machine for easy viewing and can be used with
any electrical outlet. . 39
on



to indicate that perhaps the‘gic%u:eAis already changing. SQmeA
153 loans of reading aids‘havc been made from the State Library
since late 1968 (up to April 1, 1970). ‘Of these 153 circula-
tions, 107 were transacted through Maine's public Libraries,
Almost sevéﬁix per cent of all the loans made were made through
public librariecs. The rest of the. circulations were made either
to individuals directly or were made thvough éf to nursing homes,
etc, Forty-one (41) different pﬁﬁlié ;ibraries were involved
in these 107 circulations. The piéture does, indeed, 1éokA
brighter already. o

The National Library Week Teachers Library Handbook,

preparéd for Maine teachers in the 1959,Nétioual Library Weelk,
states that '"Maine has 253 public 1i§raries, and ﬁo:e.than forty
special libraries lgcaféd throﬁgﬁoutjthe'statey in addition to
coiiege libraries."39 1There is stiii a long way to go before
complete coope:ation of all of these 1ibrarie§ is achieved,

but, the development that has occurred just!since the American

Foundation for the Blind made its 1968 report gives great en=-

~couragement, The SHARE Campaign has, without doubt, had much

to do with this stimulus to state-local cooperation, Just as it
has also infiueﬁcedﬂthe grbwth of fhe talking—books program in
Maine and the numbér of services_lggned‘to physically handicapped
readers. !

~The circulation statistics for State Library reading

aids show that in 1968 there were about a dozen loans of special

39Mainé, 1969 State National Library Week Cpﬁmitteé &
Maine State Library, NLW Teachers Library Mandbook, (Augusta,
Maine: State Library & NLW Cormittee, 1969), p,_lZ,

300
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loans to Mainefs

reading aids recordéﬁa In 1969“éighty suéﬁ
handicapped readers were made, and in the first quarter of 1970
there have already Eeen fifty-eight more circulations of special
iibra;y feading gids. /. breakdown by type of aid loaned during
this period (1ate‘1968 fcgﬂpril 1, 1970),wcg1d go as follows:

Page Turners =~ 18 loans madej
~ 13 through libraries;

Around-the-Neck 10 loans made;
' Magnifiers = 7 through libraries;

26 loans made;:

Magnifying Sheets T
-~ 8 through libraries;

Bedspecs : - 17 loans made;
= 11 through libraries;

Easy Read All Pubpose =~ 7 loans made;

Reading Stands = 7 through libraries;
Book Butler = 4 loans mnade;

Reading Stands « 4 through libraries;
Magnifier View ~ 71 loans made;

Tables .= 57 through libraries.

:When the Library Services and Construction Act was
ancnded in i?éé with Title IV B permitting library services
for the physically handicapped with Federal‘Funds, each state
had to dtanup%its "plan® for-providing these services before.
fundslccuid'be made available to it. In Maiﬁe, the tésk of
" drawing up this!"state plan' fell to the state 1ibzar? staff.
Figure 235, page 93ff, is the plan which was prepared; s;bmit%ed,
ﬁnﬁ';pproved; Uﬁder the provisions:cf the act Maine's grant
of funds from the Federal government, to be matched with state

funds, was $25,075., The State Lirrary received funds on tlhe

04
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PLAN SECTION NUMBER 6,0

STATE 3 Maine :

FISCAL YEAR___ 1968

6,0 Library Services to the Physically Mandicapped - E
Taitle IV P?ft Be |

6.1 Policies and objectives. 2

A prlLﬁlﬂaIY survey of potential users has been valu-
able as a means of highlichting the need for further
extension of library service to the physically handi-
capped, including the blind and the visually handicapped.
It will be our objective to involve all public libraries
and agencies working with the phy5121lly handicapped
in our effort to identify these andlca?ped people and }
make available to them a high quallty of 11blary service, '
All plans and programs will be carried out in closc
cooperation with the Division of i ye Care and 3pecial
Servlces of the State Department of H21liﬂ and Welfare.

The State Agency considers the following authorities
competent to certify that a persen is phy31c1lly unable :
to usc conventional print: optometrist, pny51C1“n,' !
nurse, librarian, professional siwff of a hospital, :
rehabilitation center, health or welfare agency. The Cd
staiEmerL of certification must contain the foilowing P
minimum information: applicant!s full name and address ;
description of the physical conidition and how it pre=- i
vents the applicant from using conVCnt;onql prlntea
materials; visual acuity when aWallablc, if poor vision
is the major factor.

FRrvR—.

Long=-range w0115 include service to the physically
handlcappéd in the overall goal| of equal access to good
library scrvice for every resident of the State,

Q

ERIC
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Inmediate plans call for increa
staff at the Sta
clerical staff to assist in org
now available to the physically
Division of Eye Care and SpeC11
Braille editions, large print t
tapes; encguraEEment and assist
public libraries in devéloping
capped in their communities.

sed professional library

te Library as well as additional

anizing the material-’
handicapped through the
1 Services such as the
exts, recordings and
ance will be given to
service to the handi-

The TalLlnﬂ Book program will be expanded to include

any phy51ca11y handicapped pers
uncder Title IV B, an extension

I

Although not financed
Talking Book

QIlSe
of the

Fig. 25.--Maine, State Pian, T.5.C.A., Title IV-B
: BT ,,,},
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6.3

program is planned whereby public libraries open at least
five dayq a week will be given an opportunliy to have

a Talking DBook machine and a dep@szt collection of books.
This will assist considerably in publicizin: the program
and in making this material more readily avallqble
throughout the state,

Cn the basis of information provided by the prelimin=-

ary survey, reading aids such as page turners, magnifiers,

and prismatic lens és will be made available both through
the public libraries and through agencies working with
the phy51ca11y handicapped, A more intensive- survey
will be carried out for the purpose of determining po=-
tential need for the varicus reading aids available

to the physically handlcapped

Cme AN

There are no public or other non—prcfit libraries,
agencies or crgan;zaLlc 1s which are ineligible under
State law to pqlglczpaie in the prcfzaﬁa

Cr;tgrla = par¢1c1gat19ns

6.21‘Criigriarf_priorities and methods of distribution

At the outset pari1c1pat1@n in the program by
libraries and agencies and crganl?atlang work1n5
with the phys;cnlly handicapped will consist of
applications for one of the various reading aids
(page turner, magnifier, etc,) which we plan to
make available, Priority will be assigned on the

.+, basis of greatest théntlal use., For 1nstance,
“placing a page turner in a nursing home or an
institution where it will be available to several
persons would be given priority cver an application
from an individual.
S All appropriate libraries and all agencies and
‘ organ;gatlcns working with the phys;cally handi-
capped will be sent complete information concern=
ing the program,

6.22 Assurance of qpportunity to participate . -

: - All appropriate iibraries, agenc1es, and organ-
izations for the physically handicapped will be
given an opportunity to participate in the program,

Maintenance of effort

j-““Fun&s ava;lable from sources other thin Federal

. sources in any fiscal year for expendifures for libra-

ry services to the phy51cally handlcapued will not be
less than the actual expendltures from ‘such sources in
the second fiscal year areceolnw the year in Vﬁich the

e T

—————.
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State seeks a payment from the Federal allotment avail~
able under Part B of Title IV of the Act.

6.4 Council.

Representatives of elisible agencies were invited
to a preliminary planning meeting. From this group a
Council of six members has been chosen representing the
Cerebral Palsy Association, Special Education of Handi-
capped (Dept. of Education), Public Health Nursing
(Dept. of Health and Welfare), Family Services (Dept.
of Health and Welfare), Eyc Care and 3pecial Services
(Dept. of Health and YWelfawe), and public libraries.

Title IV B Council

e

PRSP

Mr. Owen Pollard, Director, Division of Eye Care and
Special Services

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Morrison, Cerebral Palsy .Center,
Portland, Maine .-

Mr. Beverly Trenholm, Dept. of Education

Miss Mary M, Sullivan, Director
. Public Hedlth Nursing

Mr. Robert Wyllie, Division of Fgmily'Services

Mr, Robert Woodward, Librarian
Bangor Public Library

Pig. 25.--Continued
The role of Maine's public libraries in providing
library services for local handicapped reéders'is becoming
ever more important.. Partially responsible erithis, along
with the cooperation stimulated by the SﬁARB Campaign; is ¥he

o

State Libraries pélicy to loan its reading aids through the

institutions whenever possible. With a state as large as Maine,
such "regionalization'" of the services will help conquer the

geegraphical‘barriers separatins many handicapped persons from

"equal library services." 104
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Thr role of the Maine

taken on increased importance

to the physically handicapped

State Library, itself, which has
gince the advent of services

in 1966, is now an indispensible

role in library services prcﬁriﬂa

Maiﬁé’s emphasis on, and
success in using, other aids than the talLlﬂ” books and brailled
materials for handicapped readers have made this role nccessarye.
The wide variety of aids available to Maine readers makes for

a more individualized approach to the special library services
program, but it slso necessitates an active central depository

agency, the State Library, and the cooperation of local agencies,

105
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CHAPTER 6
OTHER AGENCIES PROVIDING LIBRARY SERVICES

FOR THE HANDICAPPED' READERS IN MAINE

The services provicded for landicapped readers in Maine
by the Regional Library at the Perkins School for the Blind,
the Division of Eye Care and Special Services, and the Maine
State Library are supplemented in many areas by other smaller
aéencies in Maine dealing with the handicapped. In this
chapter four of these supplementary agencies will be con-
sidered: the Bureau of Guidance and Special Education of the
Department of Education; the Downeasi Recordins Library for the
Blind, inh Portland, Maine; the Blind Children's Resource Centes
at the Cathedril School in Pertland, Maine; and the Blind

Children's Qegource Center at the Sacred Mearth School in Auburn,

Maine,’

T@?,Bﬂ¥§3u of Guidance and Special Education

The State Department of Education in Meine is respon-
sible for the education of handicapped or exceptional thldreh.

The Administrafivé Fanébcgk of this'dgpartmenf defines the

‘handicapped or exceptional child as "any child under twenty-one
years of age able to benefit from an 1nstruc;10nal program ap-
proved by the state board whose parents or guardian maintains

“a home for his family in any administrative unit within the

196
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State, and whose educational needs cannot be adequately pro-

vided for through the uswval facilities and sérvices of the

public schools, because of the physical or mental deviations

of such child. w40

by this department are defined in the same work as '"transpor-
tation; .tutoring; corrective teaching, such as speech reading,
speech correction, sight conservation and similar forms of

instruction; and provision of special seats, books and teaching

supplies and equipment required for the imstruction of handi-
j‘(!‘l ’ ’

capped or exceptional children,'
Special programs for the cducation of the handicapped
in Maine are provided by the Department of Eduéaticn in the’
fcllowing‘areas: the partialiy sighted, speech handicapped,
hearins handicapped, homebound (both permanent and temporary
cases), orthopedically handicapped, Whatever special textis
or reading aids are necessary for the cducation of all cases
under the care of the Bureau of Cuidance and Special Education
of the Department of Education are provided on a cost-free basis
for the child concerned, It is in this way especially that the
Bureau supplements the broad program of library services for

the handicapped in Maine. Cooperation is again the charactier-

'istic which helps the extension of available services to more

of Maine's handicapped readers, Through the cooperation of
the Division of Eye Care and the Bureau of Guidance and Special
Education and the Maine State Library the library needs of an

individual handicapped person -~ educational needs, recreational

46M£iéé,fnepartment of Education, Bureau of Guidance and
Special Education. Special Education: Administrative Handbook,
(Augusta, Maine: Dept. of Education, 1966), Dps 7.
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needs, and informational needs--are provided for, 'The Bureau

iy

of Guidance and Special Education plays its vital role in ex-
tending library services to the handicapped rcaders in the area

of their educational needs.

Downeast Recording Library For The Blind

An institution in Maine very closely linked to both the
Division of Eye Care and the Burcau of Speciai Lducation in that
it too is concerncd with the education of the visually handicapped
in Maine is the Cowneast Recording Library for the Blind in
Portianc, Maine, Described in its own brochure, “Downéast
Recording Libréry for the Blind, Incorporated, transfers the
textbooks Maine's young blind cannot see to iﬂpé recordings
they can hear, énabling them to live at home while learning
alongside the sighted in public schools and in college. A
non—proklt voluntaxy service unique in Naing‘in the field of
education for the blind, it puts books at the blind student's
beck and call statewide, offering a kind of seéing and a way
of learning not yet to be had in many parts of the country.
Through its recording team of more than seventy men and women
volunteer rcaders Dovmeast Recording Library offers Sound-S 1ﬁht. 4

Taped texts go out to readers all over Maine from the
Downeast studio on éampbéll Street in Portlancd. Four sound=
proof booths are available for recordigg in mcrqing,'aftefncan,

and evening recording sessions. Volunteers give two hours of

R 42Downe15t Reco*d;nr Library for the Blind, Inc. VWhy
It Is...lWhat It Is...nhere it Cane F;cm..,uhe:e It','ﬂonnr..,
(Portland, Maine, No Date), unpaged brochure.

ERIC < f
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their timk weekly to this work for Naini‘s handicapped read%:s.

¢

When possfible students purchase their oyn tapes; otherwise

they are

agency. In 1963

have been made toward making it a state

the new thirty by fifty-~foot building‘Fn Campbell Street

in Portland was constructed and furni%hed and completely pafid
for by gifts. The founder and Executive Director of the Dduneast
Recording Library for the Blind, Inc., is Donald W. Loveday, him-

self blind since the nid-1950's. Presently the Dowmeast Recoxd-

. . - N o e s . s
ing Library for the Blind serves especially handicapped stu-

dents in Maine,
Plans are in notion now to serve 2ll Maine's handicapped

ing

readers with a supplew51f to.fhe Library cof Congress Tal
Book program. Books abuut Maine, by Maine au%hors, concerts

Ey‘Maihe musicians, Maine plays, and Maine humor will be en-

phasized in this new 1ibréry program for Maine's handicapped

readers., The operation of the program is proposed to be on a
free lending library basis?3 With this "Maine library progran"
the DDWﬁERSt.ReCOIdng Libtary for the Blind will be even more
supplementary to the broad program of iibrary-se:vicestfog the
handicapped than‘it already is. Adding local-color and local-
interest materials to the collection of available literature

for the handicapped will be a valuable service for Maine readers.

100
109
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Maine?sVBliﬂd7Chi1d:en‘s'Re§9urcg,Centers

Two "resource centers' now exist in Maine for elementary -

school children attending the local school. In 1958 Sr. Mary
Miguel, R.S.M., opened the Statels first Blind Children's Re=-
source Center in one room of the Cathedral Grammar School in

Portland, Maine. 'Iﬁ reviewing the programs for the blind in
Maine in 1965, the American Foundation for the Blind, Inc.,

had this to say concerning Sr. Miguel's center: ﬂThe‘only
present resource room program for children in the elementary
grades, located in the Cathedral Grammar School, is excellent.
The teachers emphasige two essential areas in their work with
individual children: devclopment of essential acadenic skills
which permit full participation in the activities.of the re-
gular classroom where the children spend a major part of their
time and, development of special skills such as typing, listening
and good grooming, etc., which enable visually handicapped
children to conpensate for the effects of vigyal loss and to

participate effectively and efficiently in.the acadenic and
Lsocial.life of the schccl."44
The Bilind Childrent?!s Resource Center is independén% of
the Cathedral School but is housed within the échocl that the
handicapped children may be integrated with sighted ch{idreﬁ
in regular classrooms aﬁd'récreaticnsg At the resource center
the students learn the special skills needed for their par-

ticipation in the sighted world of the school., Materials under

"44american Foundation for the Blind, Program Review,
1965, p. 17 : ,
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all forms, braille, iarge type, recorded, etc., are available
in the resource center for the students in the program. By
neans of wvolunteer hanaatranscfibing and use of the braille
thermoform machine braille works needed by the students are
produced at the center.
Tuition, $2,200, is padid by the state, Division of
Eye Care, for each student participating in the Blind Children's
resource center programs. Other financial support for the work
and running of the resou#ce center is derived from privété do~
nations, Cénterssgonsoréd féod sales,';ﬁd othér prog}ams,
help bring in financial support that is need«for the purchase
of materials and expansion of facilities in %he Portland Center.
In 1964 another Blind Children's Resource Cénter was
opened for handicapped childreﬁ, this time of the Lewiston-
Auburn, Maine area. This center, at the Sacred Heart School
in(Auburn, Lhiﬁe, headed by Sr. Harriet Grondin, C.S.J., now
caters to sgmeffifteen students in grades 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and
8, and ranging in ages from 8 to 15, Four of the students
are on large print media and the other eleven, on braille. -
Fiﬁancially, the tﬁitioh for students utilizing the
Blind Children's Resource Center in Auburn is also paid by the
Division of Eye Care, $2,200 per student per year. In addition,
Sr. Harriet has obtained under the Elementary aﬁd Secéndary
Education Act a grant under Title I for the resource center
and funds under Title II have been used to purchase needed
library materials for the ceﬁter; The resource center has
~recently acquired its own braille thermoform machine for local

O
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production of needed braille-copiese

A school bus, donated to the Blind Children's Resource
Center in Auburn, picks up the handicapped students each morning
and takes them home in the afternoons. The students attend
classes with the sigh%ed children in the parochial grammar
school. Needed extra skills for participation with sighted
classmates are picked up in the resource L OOMe Talking book
ﬁaterials, Braille books, large print typewriters, and braille-
writers are all available for student use in the center as well
és a host of other materials for teaching the youngsters the
elements of dadly living.

Both resource centers, as stated in the A.F.D. report,
are “excellent." They arc real libraries, adapting their
services to the real needs and abilities of their clientele.
They add an essential éuypiement to Maine's broad program of

library services for its handicapped readers.

-u/) :
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A FORWARD LOOK

Library services for the handicapped in Maine have been
greatly stimulated by the SHARE Campaign of 1969, The Qfganizeré
of the campaign realized that a sudden burst of enthusiasm
which died off as quickiy as it had grown up would not benefit
the program of services in the long run., A continued effort
was essential and the campaign was so organized as to sustain
a continued effort toward ever widening and strengthening
services,

Library services for the handicapped in Maine nust Een—
tinue to develop, to reach more readers, to reach them in new
ways, with new and better materials, to reach them more efficient-
iy, to reach tﬁEm en a more personal basis, in short, tfo serve
them still better. The recommendations for the strengthening

- of Maine's 1ibfary services to the handicapped which follow are

based on the principles stated in Thg_CEES?ACigepc:t:,Stangards

for Strencthened Services, as underlying the mational program
-— ———— - = - = - 5 1] o

of library services for the blind and visually handicapped.
The standards give these principles only in terms of the "blind
and visually handicapped" but the phrase "physically handicapped“

could be substituted and the principles would still be valid.

2

"The low density of blind population krequires
broader base of support and service than that which
may suffice for sighted readers. The larger units of

o governnent--federal, regional, and state~-therefore,
ERJ(: play an essential role in support and provision of
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1i§rary resources for the blind and visually handi-
capped, and thig role should be both continued and
strengthened, nds

Concerning the "state'" support recommended herein, the
cooperative actions of the Maine S#ﬁte Library and the Division
of Bye Care and Special Services of the Depariment of Health

and Welfare recently in organizing and supporting the SHARE
Campaign for enlarsing and s;rénﬁtheii services for the handi-.
capped in Maine is a step in the direction,recommended. These
are the state a"énC1CS designated for the provision of such

L

-services and their leadership is needed in any program to

extend such services, Perhaps this role of support and leadership

could be strengthened in Maine if more direct access were availe
able for Maine readers to participate in the Talking Books pro-
gram. The Standarﬁs state, "Each state should maintain a
libzrary for the blind if it has a potential for at least 1000
uséfs."46 Maine'ts Lsfimateﬁ legalily biind porulation was
quoted éarlier.és apyroximafély 2,000; with the physically
handicapped in wenéral now gLrticipatinﬁ in the.proﬁram there
is no doubt CDDGEfnln” Maine®s possibility of hiV“HG at least

1,000 users‘of a library for the handicapped. The 1965 American

Foundation for the Blind Report on the evaluation of Nainefs

services says "Following national trends of consolidating reading

materials and services for blind persons, it seems reasonable
that Maine could make use of a central service which would
be closer to the people using such materials, These would

~~*nclude. talking book machines presently distributed by the

745Koesfiér' The CCMSTAC Report, ppP. 201-203.

o | 461pid., p. 205. =
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Division of Eye¢ Care, and the library of] braillc, large print

and recorded materials distributed from Perkins School for the
Blinde.  Such a change would require provision for additional

space, staff, and budget in Maine,”47

If a regionmal library within the state is not financially

possible at present, perhaps combined services with the New
Hampshire Library for the llandicapped wvould be worth investi-

gating once this library is well organized and running smoothly.

This latter arrancement would bring the services for Nalné readers

closcr to Maine and would also ¢ LlCn”thEﬂ alIC1dy existing
cooperative library ventures between Maine and New. Hampshire
and Vernmonta

"Responsibility for blind and visually handi-
capped readers does not steop at the federal and state
levels. Since blindness kuows no geographical barriers,
any community, school, college, business, profession
or other group may be the setting in which a blind per=
son functions. The library agency which serves any of
these groups should be prepared, within reasonable 1i-
mits, to sece that the needs of Jhe blind members of the

group are served as well as those of the sighted members.

Services to be renderec by the community 11hr'iv range
from biblionraphic assistance and referral in scne

situations to the actual provision of matericls in othcrs."

In this point too, Maine is to be commended for SIARE.
It was pointed out that in a canvassing by the State Librarian

only six out of 253 of Maine's public libraries sought to

avaii thenselves of materials for their héndicapped_reader$ in
1967, Less than three full years later, however, materials for
the handicapped are bein: circulated from the State Library
through the local public libraries. BéCause of the scattered

A
k» populﬂtlcn of blind and pﬁy51ca11y handlcapped readers in Maine

47Aﬂer1€1n.F0undailon for thel Blind, Pregrﬂm Review,

_sP- 45, | |
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supplying all librarics with materials for the handicapped could
involve nuch cduplicaiion and wasie of resources needed else-~
where, Minimally, however, cach public library in the state

£

should be enrzolled on the mailing list {for Talking Book Topics

and Braille Book Review and their cumulations., Current catalogs

and information concerning library services and aids for the
handicapped éhould be available in every 1ibfa:y in the statc.
Perhaps a "sub-regional library" system could be set
up inzﬂainei With the Maine State Librar ry and the Division of
Eye Care (or a single regional library) at the center of the
system linkings it with the national program, perhaps four to

six 1hrgex libraries in key locations in the state ceculd be

invited to participate as "regional" libraries for the handicapped

in their respective areas of the state. Supplies of talking
bopk machines and other reading aids could be deposited at each
library in the system as well as a rotating depository collec-
tion of brajlle and talking book and large print materi.ls,

These libraries could then either filter the m terials to the
handicapped throush their own local libraries or directly if

this is more convenient. Costs of the system, staffing, space
etc., should be shared by the communitics proportionately
accordinz to the number of handicapped individuals served in each
community, supplenented with state funds.,

"Every kind of library should make a special
effort to include blind and vwsuallw handicapped pecople
in 211 the services provided for sighted patrons. Needs
for book talks, story Lou:s, vacation reading DIOIIrarns,
adult education activities, nusical events and reader

advisory services are the same for all people=~~sighted
and blind-~regardless of the form of the books supplied
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to £ill +he individual need. Application of these
standards is not limited to libraries which serve bBlind
people cxclusively but extends to all agencies which
render or might ronder library services to blind and
visually hﬁpn1Cﬁpped people=~public librarics, school
libraries, COllF‘C liD"“Iiﬁe, regional librarics for
the blind and others
It is clecar from what has gone before that Maine's basic
philosphy in dealing with handicapped persons is that they can
become contributing members of society if the nccessary aids
are supplied. In keeping with this philosophy, every libr%ry
in the state whe ~¢ handicapped persons form part of the clientele,
actual or potential, ways should be sought to include them in
the library programs and activitices., Special activities for
the handicapped are not sought, but ways for lnccrporqglnc the
handicapped in normal activities are desperately neededi
"While blind and visually handicappcd people
in any community are apt to be relatively few in number,
the range of their reqdin* needs nay rurn the full ganut
of human knowledge. Accquatﬁ library secrvice to blind
and visually handicapped readers is possible only if
all librarieSa—thése which generally serve sighted read-
ers as well as those which generally serve blind readers-—-
are SysiemaLiCWlly linked together into an integrated
systcem SpCClLiC wlly ce51nned to bring together these

readers and spocial llbr,ry naterials for +their reading
nceds."

Twé’récommendations sprigg from this p:inciple. First
of all, the possibility of secveral "library-Materials-For-The-
Handicapped-}obiles' in the state should be seriously investi-
gated. Several bookmobiles could be so constructed as to be
equipped with library materials for the handicapped instead
of conventional reading materials. These mobiles could circulate,
perhaps one for each region in the state based on population
'spread, periodically bringing library services directly to
Q ‘ 117
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towns and cities where handicapped persons

arce known to reside.

Secondly, until a formal systen of libraries serving

Maine's handicapped could be set up, what would be the possi=-
bility of some sorxrt of "free'" telephone hook-up between the handi-

a system that would facili-

capped and their regional library,

tate direct and immediate scrvice? Perhaps a sum of money could
be left with the regior-1 1ibrarian and collect calls from
Maine readers would then be permitted and paid fc;: with this
sun, to be replenished as necded.

The sole aim in all of these recommendations is merely
to Lring rcader and service closer togetiier so that thereby
‘time and resources may be used nore efficiently, more services
may be possible, and more handicapped persons may‘be reached
with them. The library systen, the library-service-~for-the-
handicapped-mobile, the "free" telephonc access to the library,
»+a are all récommended as more direct means of bringing 1li-
brary services to Maine's handicapped readers, Such direct
service would be another step toward providing the handicapped
-with eéual access to library resources in Maine, the goal |
proposed in the Governor's SHARE Proclamation and in the Maine
"State Plan' presented for funds under the Library Services and

‘Construction Act, Title IV B.
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CONCLUSION

"Whereas, library scervice in this nation of high
denocratic ideals should be extended to all peirsons
regardless of any physical handicap; and..."

(Maine Governor's "SIIARE Month Proclamation)

"Long-ranze goals include service to *he physically

hand1c«npé; in the overall goal of equal access to

good library service for every resident of the State."

(Maine State "Plan", L.S5.C.A., Title IV=D,)

The program of library services for the handicapped
has indeed grown in the late sixties in Maine., The number of
talking books and brajille readers using the regional library
services has more than doubled in the last three ycars ox so,.
The number of reading aids other than the talking books and \
braille has also more than doubled as far as use is concerned.
Maine is truly moving toward "equal access {to good library
service for every resident of the State."

In the first part of the state of the art report it
was shown that Maine¥s program of library services is not
only needed presently because of the number of users but also
Lo.s great potential use for future years of expansion and
5tzengthened services,. The second section of this wor k en-
phasized the agencies serving the handicapped. ''Cooperation"”
is the chief cha:acteristic responsible for the recent growth
of these se rvices, and it is also the characteristic that can

help Maine to achieve its goal of '"equal access," Cooperation

‘that all nay read will bring about an efficient, effective

and personal program of library services reaching all of Mainels
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handicapped readcrs,
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